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THE 

LIFE and OPINIONS 

OF 

TRISTRAMSHANDy,Gcnt. 



CHAP. I. 

« JPT^, Dr. %,'» quoth my 

uncle Tely (repeating his 
wifli for Dr. Slop a fecond time, and with 
a degree of more zeal and earneftnea in 
his manner of wifhing, than he had wifli- 

cd at firft*) "/ te^, Dr. %," 

^uoti> my uncle Toiy, ^^ yoit'lad feen what 
*' prodigious amies viehad in Flanders:* 

•Vid. Vol. ILp.159: 

A3 My 
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My uncle ^obfs wi(h did Dr. Slop a 
diffcrvice which his heart never intended 

any man, Sir, it confounded him-— 

and thereby putting his ideas firft into 

confuflon, and then to flight, he could 

. not rally them again for the foul of him. 

' In all difputes, — male or female, — 
whether for honour, for profit or for love, 
— it makes no difference in the cafe ; — 
nothing is more dangerous, madam, than 
a wifli coming fidcways in this unexpedt- 
ed manner upon a man : the fafcft way in 
general to take pff the force of the wilh, 
is for the party wiflied at, inftantly to 
to get upon his legs— and wifli the wijher 
fomething in return, of pretty near the 
fame value, -^fo balancing the acicount 
upon the Ipot, you ftand as you were-^ — 
nay fometimes gain the advantage of the 
attack by it. 

This 
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This will be fully illuftratcd to the 
world in my chapter of wifhes. 

Dn Slop did not underftand the nature 
of this defence j— — he was puzzled with 
it, and it put an entire (top to the dif- 

pute for four minutes and a half ; • . 

five had been fatal to it :— my father faw 

the danger the difpute was one of the 

moft interefting difputes in the world, 
** Whether the child of his prayers and 
endeavours (hould be born without a 

head or with one :'• he waited to the 

laft moment to allow Dr. Skp^ in whofc 
behalf the wifh was made, his right of re- 
turaing it ; but perceiving, I fay, that he 
was confounded, and continued look- 
ing with that perplexed vacuity of eye 
which puzzled fouls generally ftare with, 

firft in my uncle Toby^s face — then 

in his -r^ then up— then down— then 
A 4 eaft 
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eaft ^'eaft and by eaft, and fo on,— - 

coafting it along by the plinth of the 
wainfcot till he had got to the oppofite 
point of the compafs,— and that he had 
aftually begun to count the brafs naib 
upon the arm of hrs chair - — my father 
thought there was no time to be loft with 
my uncle ST^, fo took up the difcourfe 

as follows. 

* 

CHAP II. 

** — XX/^"^*^ prodigious armies 
T V you had in Flanders i^^—^ 

Brother Tohy^ replied my father, taking 
his wig from off his head with his right 
hand, and with his left pulling out a 
ftriped Lidia handkerchief from his right 
coat pocket, in order to rub his head, 

as 
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as he argued the point with my uncle 



— - Now, in this I thirtk my father 
was m\Kh to blame ; and I will give yoij 
my reafons for it. 

Matters of no more fceming confe- 
quence in thiemfelves than, << Whether 
my father Jhould have taken off bis wig 

with his right hand or with his left,*^ 

have divided the greateft kingdoms, and 
made the crowns of the monarchs who 
governed them, to totter upon their 
heads.— But need I tell you. Sir, that the 
circumftances with which every thing in 
this world ts begirt, give every thing in 

this world its fizc and fhape -, and by 

tightening it^ or relaxing it, this way or 
that, make the thing to be, what it is — 
great— little*- good— bad — indifferent 

or 
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or not indifferent, juft as the cafe hap- 
pens. 

As my father's /»fitf handkerchief was 
in his right coat pocket, he (hould by no 
means have fuffered his right hand to 
have got engaged : on the contrary, in- 
ftead of taking off his wig with it, as he 
did, he ought to have committed that 
entirely to the leifti and then, when the 
natural exigency my father was under of 
rubbing his head, baird out for his hand* 
kerchief, he would have had nothing in 
the world to have done, but to have put 
his right hand into his right coat pocket 
and taken it out j-which he might have 
done without any violence, or the leaft 
ungraceful twill in any one tendon or 
mufcle of his whole body. 

In this cafe, (unlcfs indeed, my father 

had 
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had been refolved to make a fool of him- 
felf by holding the wig ftifF in his left 

hand or by making fome nonfenficai 

angle or other at his elbow joint, or arm- 
pit) — his whole attitude had been eafy— • 
natural — unforced : Reynolds hiqifelf, as 
great and gracefully as he paints, might 
have. painted him as he fat. 

Now, as my father managed this mat- 
ter, confider what a devil of a figure 

my father made of himfelf. 

— In the latter end of Queen Anne*s 
reign, and in the beginning of the reign 
of King George the firft — r-" Coat pockets 

were cut very low down in tbejiirt.*' 

I need fay no more — the father of mif- 
chief, had he been hammering at it a 
month, could not have contrived a worfe 
fafhion for one in my father's lituation. 

CHAP. 



C HAP. III. 

IT was tKH: an tdSy matter ia apy king's 
fctgii» (unlefs yoi| w^re a$ lean a fub* 
jeft as myfelf) ^ have forced your hand 
diagonaily, quite acro6 yoi^r whole body^ 
fo as to gain the bottom of your oppofite 
coat-pocket.— In the year one thoufand 
feven hundred. and eighteen, when this 
.h2f>pened» it was extremely difficult ; fo 
that when my uncle ti>ly difcovered the 
tranfverfe zig-zaggery of my father^s ap- 
proaches towards it, it inil^ntiy brought 
into his mind ihc^ he had done duty in,~ 
befcm the gate of St. Nichpks •, ••— the 
idea of whic)]L drew qS his attention fo 
intirely from the iutged in debate, that 
he had gpjt hifi right hand |o the bell tp 
ring up Ttm, tp go and fctf ^ his map of 
Namur, and bia coiDp9&§ and kAot 

along 
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along with it, to tncsafure die recur nkig 
angles of the traterfes of that attack^—- 
but particuJvly of dwi: one, where fac re» 
ceived his wound t^n his groki. 

. My father knit his l«rdws, and as he 
Tcnit f hem, ill the blood iti his body fcecn- 
ed to rufh up 'into his face — -my uncle 
5rVi^ difmounted immediately. 

— I (}id nbt aj^nehtod your «mcle 
^oby was o* horfcback,-^-^— - 

CHAP. IV. 

Allan's body and his mind, with the 
utmoft revference to both I ^ak 
it, aree^aAlylike a jeticin, and a^kin's 
lining; — rumple the ohe— you rumple 
the other. There is one cercaia excep- 
tion however in tl^ cafe, and that is, 

when 
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when you are fo fortunate .a fdlow, as to 
have had your jerkin made of a gum- 
taffeta, and the body-lining to it, of a 
farcenet or thin perfian. 

Zenoy Ckmubes^ VtQg(fnes Babylomus^ 
Bionyfius HereckoteSy Antipater^ Pan^etim 
and Poffidonius amongft the Greeks ; — 
Cato and Varro and Seneca amongft the 
Romans \ — Pantenus and Clemens yllexan- 
drinus and Montaigne amongft the Chrif- 
tians \ and a fcore and a haif of good ho- 
neft, unthinking, Shandean people as ever 
lived, whofe nam<^s I can't recoiled:, — 
all pretended that their jerkins were made 

after this fa(hion, you might have 

rumpled and crumpled, and doubled and 
creafed, and fretted and fridged the out- 

fides of them all to pieces •, in Ihort, 

you might have played the very devil 
with chem, and at the fame time, not 

one 
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one of the iniides of 'em would have been 
one buttx)n the worfe, for all you had 
done to them. 

I believe in my confcience that mine 
is made up fomewhat after this fort : — 
for never poor jerkin has been tickled 
: off, at fuch a rate as it has been thefe laft 
nine months together, and yet I de- 
clare the lining to it, as far as I am a 

judge of the matter, it is not a three- 
penny piece the worfe 5 — pell mell, bel- 
ter fkelter, ding dong, cut and thruft, 
back ftroke and fore ftroke, fide way and 
long way, have they been trimming it 
for me : —had there been the leaft gum- 

mine6 in my lining, ^ by heaven ! it 

had all of it long ago been fray'd and 
fretted to a thread. 

— YouMeffrs, the monthly Review- 
ers! 



«ers t «--'— bow crald you ciic and iia(h 

my jerkin as you -did ? ^how did you 

know, but you would cut my liniog too^ 

Heartily and from my foul, to the pro- 
te£Hon ef that Being who will injure none 

-of us, do I recomniend you and your af- 
feirs, — (b God blefs you 5 — only next 
month, if any one of you ifaouid gnafli 
liis teeth, and ftorm and lage at me, as 
fome of you did laft M a v, (in which I 
remember the weather was very hot) — 
don't be cxafperated, if I pafs it by again 
with good temper, — ^ being determined 

. as long as I live or write (which in my 
cafe nieans the fame thing) never to give 
the honeft gentleman a worfe word or a 
worfe wifh, than my unde TWy gave die 
fly which buzz'd about his nofc ^11 dhmer 

time^ " Go, ;— go poor devil," 

quodi hep '^ get thec^gone,— — ^why 

« fhould 
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^ {hould I hurt thee ? This world Is ftifely 

f^ wide enough toi hold both thcfe and irftf /' 
C H A P. V. 

ANY man, madam, reafimlhg up^ 
wards, and obierving the prudt^ 
glous fuiffitfion of blood in my father's 
countenance,— by means of which, (as 
all the blood ih his body feenied to ruih 
up into his face, as I told you) he muft 
have redden'd, piftoricall^ and fcientinti- 
cally (peaking, fix whole tints and a half, 
if not a full odtave above his natural co- 
lour : any man, madam, but mf 

uncle T^iy^ who had obferved this, toge* 
th^r with the violent knitting of my fa^ 
ther's brows, and the extravagant contor<» 
tion cff his body during the Y^hole affair^ 
*— would have conchnkd rhy father in a 
rage ; and taking that for granted, ^ — r 
Vol. III. . B had 
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had he been a lover of fuch kind of con-*' 
cord as arifes from two fuch inftruments 
being put into ex^ft tune, — he would in- 
ftantly have fkreVd up his, to the fame 
pitch ; — and then the devil and all had 
broke loofc — the whole piece, madam, 
muft have been played off like the fixth 
of Avifon Scarlatti — confuriay •— like 

mad. Grant me patience ! What 

has ctmfuriaj — cohftrepitOy or any 

other hurly burly word whatever to do 
with harmony ? 

Any man, I fay, madam, but my uncle 
S'oby^ the benignity of whofe heart inter- 
preted every motion of the body in the 
kindeft ienfe the motion would admit of, 
would have concluded my father angry^ 
and blamed him too. My uncle Toby 
blamed nothing but the taylor who cut 

the pocket-hole f fo fitting ft ill, till 

I " my 
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my father had got hts handkerchief out 

of it, and looking all the time up in his 
face with incxpreflible good will— my fa- 
ther at length went on as follows. 

CHAP. VL 

— " \X7^^'^ prodigious armies 
V V you had in Flanders /** 

— .Brother. 21^^, quoth my father, I 
do believe thee to be as honelt a man, 
and with as good and as upright a heart 
as ever God created j — — nor is it thy 
fault, if all the children which have been^ 
may, can, fhall, will or ought to be begot^ 
ten, come with their heads foremofl into 
the world : — but believe me, dear Toly^ 
the accidents which unavoidably way-lay 
them, not only in the article of our beget- 
ting 'cm,— though thefc in my opinion, 
B 2 are 
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ire well worth cDrffidcring* -^ — but tte 
dangers and diffictilties our children are 
bfefet with, after thejr itt got forth ittto 
the world, are ert0W,-i— little need h there 
to expofe them to unnecefiary ones in 
their paflage td it--^^^— ^ Are thefe dangers, 
quoth my uncle Toby, laying his hand 
upon fny ftther's knee, and looking up 
ferioufly itt his fade fbf an an^er,— — arc 
thefe dangers greater now o* days, bro- 
ther, than in titoes paft ?. BrWher Ttrfyy 
aHfwered my father, if a thild Was but 
&irly begot, and bdrn alive, and h^alchy^ 
ind the hcifeither did \fdl afttr itj^-^OUr • 

forKfethets never \6dktd further* My 

Qilcle Toiy ihitafitly withdrew his haftid 
frbih off my fathet-'s knee, retlitied his 
body gehtly back ih his chair, raifed bis 
hedd till he coUM juft fee the corhifh of 
the t^oom^ and thfeii dlfefting the buccma- 
lory mufcle^ alc^tig his cheeks, and th« 

orbi- 



orbicular mufdes ^roufKJi t^^ ^^P^ to d^ 
their duty — he whiftljed LiUc^uUero. 

CHAP- VJI. 

WHILST my uncle fol^y w^s whir- 
ling Lillabulkro to my Father,—? 
Pf . Skp w^s ftamping, f nd curiiog and 
damnify at QhaJ^b at a moft dreadfu] 
rate ;— -7- it would have done yqur heart 
goody ^nd cured you. Sir, for ever,' of 
the vile fm of fwea,ring to have heard 
him. — J am determined therefore to re- 
late the whole affair to you. 

When Dr. Slopes maid delivered the 
grew bays bag, with her maflser's inftru- 
ments in it, to Ohadiabj ihe very ieqfibiy 
^:^hprted him to pyt his head and one 
arm tfirough the firings, ^nd ride yvith it 
flung acrofs his body : fo Mndowg the 
B 3 bow- 
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bow-knot, to lengthen the firings for 
him, without any more ado, (he helped 
him on with it. However, as this, in 
fome meafure, unguarded the mouth of 
the bag, left any thing ihould bolt out in 
galloping back as the fpeed Obadiab 
threatened, they confulted to take it ofF 
again ; and in the. great care and caution 
of their hearts, they had taken the two 
ftrings and tied them clofc (purfing up 
the mouth of the bag firft) with half a 
dozen hard knots, each of which, Oba- 
diab^ to make all fafe, had twitched and 
drawn together with all the ftrength of 
bis body. 

This anfwered all that Obadiab and the 
maid intended ; but was no remedy 
againft fome evils which neither he or 
ihe forefaw. The inftrumcnts, it feems, 
gs ti^ht as the bag w^s tied above, had 

fo 
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fb much room to play in it, towards the 
bottom, (the (hape of the bag being co- 
nical) that Obadiab could not make a trot 
of it, but with fuch a terrible jingle, what 
with the tire-tete^ forceps and fquirt^ as 
would have been enough, had Hymen been 
taking a jaunt that way, to have fright- 
ened him out of the country ; but when ^ 
Obadiab accelerated this motion, and 
from a plain trot afiayed to prick his 
coach-horfe into a full gallop — by hea- 
ven ! Sir,—- the jingle was incredible. 

As Obadiab had a wife and three chil- 
dren — the turpitude of fornication, and 
the many other political ill confequenccs 
of this jingling, never once entered his 
brain, — -he had however his objeftion, 
which came home to himielf, and weigh- 
ed with him, as it has oft-times done with 
B 4 the 
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the greate(): patriots. — »-" Tbepporfsf- 
bw^ Sir% wasno^a^kio bearJbimfelfwbiJileJ'* 

CHAR VIII. 

AS Obadiab loved wind mufick pre- 
ferably CO all the ipflrumental ma* 
fick he carried with him, — he very con- 
fiderately iet his imagination to work, to 
contrive aod tso invent by what means l^e 
ihouki put him&lf 'm a condition of en- 
joying it. 

Iq all diftr^s (except muficai) where 
fm«ll cords 4^e wancied, -r — nodiing is b 
apt to enter a ipan's head, at his bat-4>and : 

-the philpfpphy of this is ib near itfae 

furface--I Tcorn to enter into it. 

. As Obadiab^s was a mijc'd cafe,— 

inaf k, Sirs, — I fay, a mix'd cafe j for it 

-^ was 
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was obftretical, — fcripticdl^ filuirticaJI, 
papiftic^l — • and as far as the coach-horfe 
was concerned in it, — caball-iftical— amd 
only partly mufical j — Ohadiab made no 
fcruple of availing himfclf of the fiffl: ex- 
pedient which offered -, — fo taking hold 
of the bag ^nd inftruments, and gripebg 
them hard together with one hand, and 
with the finger and thumb pf the other, 
putting the er)d of the h^-band betwixt 
hi3 tjs^th, and then flipping bis hand down 

to the middle of it, he ti^d and crofs- 

tied them all faft together from one end 
to the otker (as you would cord .a trunk) 
with fuch a multiplicity of round-abouts 
and intricate crois turns, with a hard knc^ 
at every interfedtion or point where thp 
firings met,T-that Dr. Slop mu^ have had 
.three fifths of Job's patieoce at leaft to 
Jiavc unloofed diem.?— I tbipk \n my coa- 
fcienoe, that had Nature l?cen ip pnc pf 
• her 
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her nimble moods, and in humour for 

fuch a conteft and (he and Dr. Slop 

both fairly ftarted together — there is no 
man living who had feen the bag with all 
that Obadiah had done to it, — and known 
likewife, the great fpeed the goddefs can 
make when fhe thinks proper, who would 
have had the lead doubt remaining in his 

mind which of the two would have 

carried off the prize. My nriother, ma- 
dam, had been delivered fooner than the 
green bay infallibly — at leaft by twenty 
knots. — -Sport of fmall accidents, STf^- 
ram Shandy ! that thou art, 'and ever will 
be ! had that trial been made for thee, and 
it was fifty to one but it had, thy af- 
fairs had not been fo deprefs*d— (at leaft 
by the depreffion of thy nofe) as they have 
been ; nor had the fortunes of thy houfe 
and the occafions of making them, which 
have fo often prefentcd themfelves in the 

^ courfe 
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courfe of thy life, to thee, been fo often, 

fo vexatioufly, fo tamely, fo irrecoverably 
abandoned — as thou haft been forced to 
leave them ! —but 'tis over, — all but the 
account of 'em, which cannot be given 
to the curious till I am got out into the 
world. 

CHAP. IX. ^ 

GREAT wits jump : for the mo- 
ment Dr. Slop caft his eyes upon 
his bag (which he had not done till the 
difpute with my uncle Toby about mid- 
wifery put him in mind of it) — the very 

fame thought occurred. *Tis God's 

mercy, quoth he, (to himfelf ) that Mrs. 
Shandy has had fo bad a time of it, — elfe 
Ihe might have been brought to bed fe- 
ven times told, before one half of thefe% 

knots could have got untied. But 

here. 
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here, yop muft diftipgui(h ■ . .. . ■ . the 
tbought Boated only in Dr. ^lofs mind^ 
without f^il qr b^la,ft to it, as a liaiple 
propofttfon i n)illi9i)s of which, as yoqr 
wprihip know$, axe eycry day fwiqiing 
quietly in the middle of the thin juipe of . 
a man's underftanding, without being 
carried backwards or forwards, till fbme 
little gufts of palfion or infiereft dri^e 
them to one fide. 

A fudden Cramplir>g in the ropm above, 
near my mother's bed, did the propofition 
the very fervicc I am fpeakii\g of. By all 
that's Mnfprtunatc, qHQth Dr. Slop^ un-? 
lefs I m?Jte hafte, the thing will adually 
befall xne ^ it is« . 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. X^ 

IN the>c^fe ofkmsf -^ — t- bj which, in 
the firft place^ I would not be under- 

flood to liiean flif:i-knot^^ becaufe in 

tflle courie of my life and opiniods^ ^ 

my opinions concerning them will come 
in more properly when I mention the ca* 
taftrophe of my great uncle Mr. Ham- 

mead Si^amfy^-r-^^ k littte inari^ ^but of 

high fancy i he tufhed intb the dukb 

cf MimmmfVs affair 2—^ nor, fecondlyi 
in this place, do I mean that particular 
^)ecies of knots, called bow-knots 5— 
there is fo little addrefs, or ikill, or pa- 
tience, required iti the unlbofing them^ 
that they are below my giving any 
opinion at all about them. — But by the 
knots I am fpeaking of, may it pleafa 
your reverences to believe, that I mean 
I good. 
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good, honeft, devilifh tight, hard knotfi^ 
made bonafide^ as Obadidb made his ; — 
in which there is no quibbling provifion 
made by the duplication and return of 
the two ends of the firings through the 
annulus or noofe made by the fecond 
implication of them — ^to get them flipp'd 
and undone by I hope you ap- 
prehend me. 

In the cafe of thefe knots then, and of 
the feveral obftrudions, which, may it 
pleafe your reverences, fuch knots caft 
in our way in getting through life — 
every hafty man can whip out his pen- 
knife and cut through them.-- — 'Tis 
wrong. Believe me. Sirs, the moft vir- 
tuous way, and which both reafon and 
confcience didlate — is to take our teeth 

or our fingers to them. Dr. Slop had 

loft his teeth — his favourite inftrumcnt, 

by 
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by' extrafting in a wrong dlredlion, or 
by fome mifapplicatjon of it, unfortu- 
nately flipping, he had formerly in a 
bard labour, knocked out three of the 
bell of them, with the handle of it : — 
he tried his fingers — alas ! the nails of 
his fingers and thumbs were cut clofe.— ^ 
The duce take it ! I can make nothing 

of it either way, cried Dr. Slop. The 

trampling over head near my mother's 
bed fide increafed. — Pox take the fellow ! 
I fliall never get the knots untied as long 
as I live. — My mother gave a groan — 
Lend me your penknife — I muft e'en cut 

the knots at laft pugh*! pflia ! 

• — Lord ! I have cut my thumb quite 
acrols to the very bone — >- curfe the fel- 
low^ if there was not another man- 
midwife within fifty miles — I am undone 

for this bout « I wifli the fcoundrel 

hang'd — I with he was fliot — I wilh 

all 
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^ the devik in hell had him fqf ft biock^ 
head— - 

My father had a great refpefk % Ota^ 
diabs and could not bear to hdar him 
difpofed of in fufch a mannei' *-^^he had 
moreover fome little refpeft for him- 

felf and could a6 ill beai^ with thein* 

dignity ofTerM to hinifelf in it. 

Had Dr. Slop cut any part about him» 
but his thumbs — ixxj father had pafi'd 
it by — — his prudence had triumphed i 
as it was, he was determined to have his 
revenge. 

Small curfes, Dr. Skpy upon great oc- 
cafions, quoth my father, (condoling 
with him firft upon the accident) are buc 
ib much wafte of our (Irength and-fouPs 
health to no manner of purpofe* — I own 
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!t, replied Dr. Slop. They afei like 

JJ)arrow fhot, quoth irty uncle tohy^ (fuf. 
pending his whiftiing) fired agaiitit a 

baftion. They ierve, cohtinue4 my 

father, to ftir the humours — but carry 
off none of their acrimony r— fof my own 

part, I feldom fwcar or curfe at all ' 

I hold it bad — - but if I fall iilto it, by 
furprize, I generally fetaiit fo much pre- 
fence of hiind (right, quoth my uncle 
*Toiy) 2Sto make it aiifwer my purpofe^- 
that is, I fwearon, till I find myfelf eafy. 
A wife and a juft min however would 
always endeavour to proportion the Vfent 
given to thefe humours, not oAly t6 tlie 
degree of them ftirrinjg Within hithfel^— 
but to tlie lize and ill intent of fhie of- 
fence upon which they are to fall. — .- 

*• Injuries come only from the hearty ** 

qiioth my uncle Tohy. For thitf reafdn, 

continued my father, with the moft C&- 

Vol. IIL C "vantick 
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vantUk gravity, I have the greateft vene- 
ration in the world for that gentleman, 
who» in diftrufl: of his owndifcretion in 
this pointy fat down and compofed (that 
i% at hii leifure) fit forms of fwearing 
fuitablc to all^ oafes, from the loweft to 
the higheft provocations which could 
poflibly happen to him, — which forms 
being well confiderM by him, and fuch 
moreover as he could (land to,, he kept 
them ever by him on the chimney piece, 
within his reach, ready for ufe. 1 ne- 
ver apprehended, replied Dr. Slop, that 

fuch a thing was ever thought of, 

tnuch lefs executed. I beg your par- 
don — anfwered my father -, I was read- 
ing, though not ufing, one of them to 
my brother Toiy this morning, whilft he 
pour*d out the tea — 'tis here upon the 
Ihelf over my head ; but if I remem- 
ber right, *tis too violent for a cut of the 

thumb; 



[ 35 ] ' 

thumb. Not at all, quoth Dn Skp-^ 

the devil take the fellow.— «-Then anfwer* 
«d my father, *Tis much at your fervice. 
Dr. Slop — on condition you will read it 

aloud \ : fo rifing up and reaching 

down a form of excommunicadofi of die 
church of Rme^ a copy of which, my 
father (who was curious in his collec- 
tions) had procured out of the leger- 
book of the church of Rocbejier^ writ by 

Ernulphvs the bifhop with a moft 

aflfeded ferioufnefs of look and voice^ 
which might have cajoled Ernulphus 
himfelf, — he put it into Dr. Slopes hands. 
— Dr. Slop wrapt his thumb up in the 
corner of his handkerchief, and with a 
wry face, though without any fufpicion, 
read aloud, as follows, — my uncle Toly 
whiilling Lillahullero^ as loud as he could, 
all the time. 

Ca CHAK 
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Tcxtus dc Ecctefia RofFenfi, per Erni4- 
fum Epifcopum. 

CAP. XXV. 

EXeOMMUNICATIO. 

T^X auftoritate Dei omnipotciitis. Pa- 
E/ tris, et Fifij, et Spirkus Saaa:^ ec 
iandorum canonu'dv, fdi(^a»que et intit- 
meratse Virginis Dei genetrieis Marian 



As the genui'nenefs of the con&Itatioa of the Scr- 
tptme upon the qoeflioa of baptifki> wafr doubted 
hfibmCf and denied by.other^^'^^^twas thought 
proper to print the original of this excommuni^ 
don ; for the copy of which Mr. Sbatufjf letfuM 
thanks to the chapter clerk of the dean and chapter 

AtqUC 



CHAP. XL 

" Tjy the authoritypf God Almighty, 
" 13 the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
" and of the holy canons, and of the un- 
** defiled Virgin A&ry, motherand patro- 
** ncfs of our Saviour.** I think there is 
no neceflTity, quoth Dr. Slop^ dropping the 
paper down to his knee, and addrefling 
himfelf to my father, — as you have read 
it over, Sir, fo lately, to read it aloud—- 
and as Captain Shandy ieems to have no 

great inclination to hear it, -I may as 

well read it to myfclf. That's contrary to 
treaty, replied my father,— befides, tjiiere 
is fomething fo whimfical, efpecially in 
the latter part of it, I fliouFd grieve tp 
lofe the pleaiure of a fecond reading, p^. 
Slop did riot altogether like it, — but m^ 
uncle Toby oflfering at that inftant to give 
C 3 over 
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Atque omnium coeleftium 
virtutum, angelorum, archangelorum, 
thonorum, dominationum, poteftatuum, 
cherubin ac feraphin, & fandorum pa- 
triarchum9prophetarum9& omnium apo- 
ftolorum ctevangeliftarum,& fanftorum 
innocentum^ qui in confpe&u i\gni foli 
4 digni 
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over whiftling, and read it himlelf to 

tliefn ; Dr. Slop thought he might as 

well read it under the cover of my uncle 
^olf% whiffling, — as fuffer my uncle Toiy 

to read it alone 5 fo raifing up the 

paper to his face, and holding it quite pa- 
ralld to it, in order to hide his chagrin, 

— he read it aloud as follows, my 

uncle Ti^i^ whiiUing LillabuUero, though 
not quite fo loud as before. 

" By the authority of God Almighty, 
" the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and 
*« of the undefiled Virgin Mary^ mother 
** and patronefs of our Saviour, and of 
*^ all the celeftial virtues, angels, arch- 
*' angels, thrones, dominions, powers, 
** cherubins and feraphins, and of all the 
^^ holy patriarchs, prophets, and of all 
'^ the apoilles and evangelifts, and of the 
" holy innocents, who in the fight of 
C 4 " the 
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(jigrni inv^nti funt canticutn cantare nq« 
yijip, et Cmdorum martyrum, et fane- 
torum confeflbrum, et faiKaarum virgi- 
nuvftj atque ommum fimul fapdprum et 
cl^dorum Dei, — Excommunicamus, ct 

*velos 8 velos 

anathematizamus hunc furem, vel hunc 



8 



fnalefadoreih, N.N.et gUmixiibu^ ikndbe 
Dei ecclefiac feque(bramus et asternis 

veil n 

fuppliciis excruciandus, xnancipetur, cum 
Dathan et Ablram, et cym his qui dixe-^ 
runtPominoDeo, Recede a nobis, fcien- 
tiam viarum tuarum nolurous : et ficut 
aqya ignis extinguitur, fic extinguatuf 

<vel eorum 

lucerna ejus in fecula feculorum nifi re* 

n 

fpuerit, et ad fatisfa£kionem venerit. 
An>cp. 

Male. 
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** the holy Lamb, are found worthy to 
** Cng the neff fong of the holy martyrs 
*• and holy confeflbrs, and of the holy 
^' virginfi, and of all the faints together, 

^ with the holy and ele<ft of God. *- 

•* May hc,'\{Obadiah) "be damn'd," 

(for , tying thefe knots.) " We ex- 

^^ commuaic^te, and anathematife hin^t 
<* and from the thrpfliolds of the holy 
<* church of God Almighty we fcqueftef 
<* him, that he may be tormented, dif- 
** pofed and delivered over with Datban 
^^ and j^iram^ and with thofe who fay 
♦* unto the Lord Qod, Depart from us, 
** we defir^ none of thy ways. And as 
" fire is quenched with water, fo let the 
" light of him be put out for evermore, 
" unlefs it ihall repent him" (Obadiah, of 
the knots which he has tied) " and makp 
♦'. fatisfaftion" (for them.) Amen. 

" May 
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OS 

Maledicat ilium Dcus Pater qui homi- 

OS 

nem creavit. Maledicat ilium Dei Filius 
qui pro homine paflus eft. Maledicat 

OS 

ilium Spiritus San£lus qui in baptifmo ef- 

OS 

fufuseft. Maledicat ilium fan£ba'crux, 
quam Chriftus pro noftra falute hoftem 
triumphans, afcendit. 

OS 

Maledicat ilium fan£fca Dei genetrix et 

OS 

perpetua Virgo Maria. Maledicat ilium 
fanftus Michael, animarum fufceptor fa- 

OS 

crarum. Maledicant ilium omnes angeli 
et archangeli, principatus et poteftates, 
omnifque militia cocleftis. 

Male- 
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«* May the Father who created man, 

" curfe him. — May the Son who fuffer- 
** cd for us, ciirfe him.— May the Holy 
** Ghoft who was given to us in baptifm, 
•* curfe him (Obadiah.) — May the holy 
** crofs which Chrift for our falvation 
•* triumphing over his enemies, afcend- 
«* ed, — curfe him, 

*• May the holy and eternal Virgin 
*^ Mary J mother of God^ curfe him. — 
•' May St. Michad the' advocate of holy 
** fouls, curfe him, — May all the angels 
** and archangels, principalities and 
** powers, and all the heavenly armies, 
•* curfe him,'* [Our armies fwore ter- 
ribly in Flanders^ cried my uncle 9fi^^,— 
but nothing to this. — For my own part, 
I could not have a heart to curfe my 
dog fo.] 

«* May 



i[ .44 i] 

OS . . 

Maledicat ilium patriarcfaarum ct pro- 
phctarum laudabilis numeruJs. Malc- 

dicat ilium faiKflus Jc^^nn^ prasCuricr 
€t Baptifta Chrifti, et fartftus Pclras, tt 
fanAus Paulus^ atqiie fan&us Andrea^, 
omneique Chrifti apoftoli, fiitiul et catc^f i 
dilcipuli, quatuor quoque erang^eliib?, 
qui fua pra^dicatione mundum univerfum 

converterunt* Maledicat illpm cuneus 
martyrum ct confefforum mirificus, qui 
Deo bonis operibus placitus inventus eft. 

OS 

Maledicant ilium facrarum virginum 
chori, quae mundi vana eaufa honoris 

Chrifti relpuenda contempferunt. Mak- 
es 
dicant ilium omnes fandli qui ab initio 
mundi ufque in finem fcculi Deo dilefti 

mveniuntur. 

Male- 



r 45 ] 

«« May St John the pra-curfor, and 
*' St. John the Baptift, and St. Peter 
^* and St. Paul, and St. Andrew, and all 
** other Chrift's apoftles, together curfe 
** him. And may the reft erf his dif- 
** c^fcs and four cvangdifts, who by 
" their preaching converted the univerfal 
** world, — and may the holy and won- 
** derful company of martyrs and con- 
•* feilbrs, who by their holy work^ arc 
•* found j)leafing to God Almighty, 
** €urfehim(Obadiah.) 

•* May the holy choir of the holy vir- 
*^ gins, who for the honour of Chrift 
** have de^ifed the things of the world, 
" damn- him. — ^May all the faints who 
*^ from the be^imwng of the world to 
'^ enrerlafting ages are found to be bdov-* 
f^ ed of God, damn him.—- May the 

** heavens 
5 
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OS 

Malcdicant ilium coeli et terra, ec om- 
nia fandta in eis manentia. 

n 11 

Maledt&us fit ubicunque fucrit, five 
in domo, five in agro, five in via, five in 
femita, five in filva, five in aqua, five 
in ecclefia. 

Malcdidus fit vivendo, moriendo, — 



manducando, bibendo, efuriendo, Gd^^ 
endo, jejunando, dormitando, dormicndo, 
vigilando, ambulando, ftando, fedendo, 

jacendo^ 
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■^ heavens and earth, and all the holy 

•* things remaining therein, damn him," 

(Obadiah) ** or her," (or whoever elfe 

had a hand in tying thefe knots.) 

** May he (Obadiah) be damn*d whcrc- 
** ever he be, — whether in the houfe or 
** the ftablcs, the garden or th^ field, or 
*' the highway, or in the path, or in the 
** wood, or in the water, or in the church. 
*' — May he be curfed in living, in dying." 
[Htxc my uncle I'&iy taking the advan- 
tage of a minim in the fecond barr of his 
tune, kept whiftling one continual note 

to the end of the fentence ; Dr. Slop 

with his divifion of curfes moving under 
him, like a running bafs all the way.] 
** May he be curfed in eating and drink- • 
" ing, in being hungry, in being thirfty, 
" in fatting, in fleeping, in flumbering, 
** in walking, in (landing, in fitting, in 

!* lying. 
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jatendo, operandOf quieibehdO) min« 
gendo, cacandO) flebotomando. 



Maledidus fit in totis viribus corporis^ 

Malediftus fit intus et dxterius* 

MaIedi6):uS fit incapillis ; maledi6tus 
fit in cercbro. Matediftus fit in vertite^ 
in temporibus, in fronte, in aurieuliy, in 
fiiperciliis, in oculis, in genis, in niaxiliis, 
in naribus, in dentibus, mordaeibus, in 
labris five molibus, in labiis, in guttefC) 
in humeris, in harnis, in ferachirs, in ma- 
nubus, in digitis, in peflore, in corde^ 

ct 
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** lyihg^ in working, in refting^ in pi(^ 
^* fing, in Ihitting, and in blood-letting.*^ 

^< May he {Ohtdiab) be curfed in all 
** the faculties of his body. 

" May he be curfed inwardly and out- 
•• wardly. — May he be curfed in the 
*• hair of his head. — May he be curfed 
** in his brains, and in his rertex,'* (that 
is a fad curfe, quoth my father) ** in 
^^ his temples, in his forehead, in his 
*« ears, in his eye- brows, in his cheeks, 
^^ in his jaw-bones, in his noftrils, in his 
*• foreteeth and grinders, in his lips, in 
^* his throat, in his ihoulders, in his 
^^ wrifts, in his arms, in his hands, 
^^ in his fingers. 

^ May he be damn'd in his mouth, in 
Vol. III. D •• his 
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en m oQinibys interioritMis ftcuiacho te^ 

tigs, in ttmbm^ in ioguinibus, in fe- 
more, in genitalibus, in coxis, in genu- 
bus, in cruribus^ in pedibus, ec ih vn- 
guibus. 



Maledrftus (!t in Cotis conDpagi&us 
membrorum, a vertice capitis, ufque ad 
plantam pedis non fit in eo fanitas^ 



Malediea€ iilum Chriftus Filius Dei 
vivi toto fufe majeftatis imperio 
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^^ his breaft, in his heart and purtenance^ 
** down to the very ftomach. 

" May he be curfed in his rdns, and 
** in his groin," (God in heaven forbid, 
quoth my uncle Toiy) — «* in his thighs, 
•* in his genitals," (my father fhook his 
head) ^* and in his hips, and in his knees, 
^^ his legs, and feet, and toe-nails. 

. ** May he be curfed in all the joints 
** and articulations of his members, from 
** the top of his head to the foal of his 
•* foot, may there be no foundncfs in 
« him. 

** May the Son of the living God, 

•* with all the glory ot his Majefty*' 

[Here my. uncle Toiy throwing back his 
head, gave a motiftrous, long, loud 

Whew— *w — w fomething betwixt 

D 2 the 
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the interjeftional whillle oiHg dan ! and 

the word itfclf.-— 

— By the golden beard of 7«p//^— and 
oijuno^ (if her majcfty wore one), and by 
the beards of the reft of your heathen 
worfhips, which by the bye was no fmall 
number, fince what which the beards of 
your cekftial gods, and gods aerial and 
aquatick, —to fay nothing of the beards 
of town-gods and country-gods, or 
oftheceleftial goddefles your wives, or 
of the infernal gDddefTes your whores and 
concubines, (that is in cafe they wore 

•em) all which beards, as Varro tells 

me, upon his word and honour, when 
muilered up together, made no lefs than 
thirty thouland eifeftive beards upon the 
pagan eftabliflimcntj—- every beard 
of which claimed the rights and privi- 
leges of being ftroked and fworn by, — 
D 3 by 
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— — ct inilirgit adverfus Mlum ccehim 
cum omnibu$ virtutibus qus in eo mo- 
yentur ad damnandum eum^ nifi penitueri( 
ct ad fatisfeftioncm veocrit. Amen, 
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by an d|de beards together thoiv 
I vow aod proteil^ that of tbf two bad 

caflbcks I am worth in the world, I would 
bsivegiTeD the fcetm ef them, as freely 

as ever Gd Hamet offered his, only 

CO have ikod by^ and heard mf vxidc 
TdfB accompanymeat.} 

•— « Curl^ him/* — **. conthmo* 
Dr. Shpi^^""-^^ and may heafven widk 
^^ all the powers which move tberehiy 
'^ rife up againll him, curie and damn 
** him (Obadiah) iinle^ he repent and 
*« make iatisfaftion. Amen. Sobcit^ 
**— Ibbeit. Amen/* 

I declare, quoth my uncle 7i*7, m$ 
lieart would not let me curfe the devil 
him&If with fo mudh biccemcli. ——He 
iathe father of curfes^ replied Dr. ^j^ 
—So am not I, replied my unclei— «r 
D 4 B«^ 
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But he is curfed» and damn'd already, to 
all eternity, replied Dr. Slop. 

I am forry for it, quoth my uncle T^fy« 

Dr. jSlcp drew up his mouth, and wa$ 
juft beginning to return my uncle Tpfy 

the compliment of his Whu — u — ^u 

or interjeftional whifUe, ^^when the 

door haftily opening in the next chapter 
but one -put an end to the affjur. 

C H,A P. XII. 

NOW don't let us give ourfelves a 
parcel of airs, and pretend that 
the oaths we niake free with in this land 
of liberty of ours are our own ; and bc- 
caufe we have the Ipirit to fwear them, 
•— — ima^nc that we have had the wit to 
invent theni too* 

m 
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I'll undertake this moment to prove ii 

to any man in the world except to a 
connoi0eur ; — though I declare I ob- 
jed; only to a connoifleur in fwearing,--*-. 
as I would do to a connoifTeur in paint- 
ing, &c. &c. the whole fct of 'em are fo 
hung round and befetijb^d with the bobs 
and trinkets of criticifm, — or to drop 
my metaphor, which by the bye is a pity, 

■ for I have fctch'd it as far as from 

the coaft oi Guinea % their heads. Sir, 

are ftuck fo full of rules and compafles, 
and have that eternal propenfity to apply 
them upon all occafions, that a work of 
genius had better go to the devil at once, 
than ftand to be prick'd and tortured to 
death by 'ena. 

. And how did Garrick fpeak the 

IbUloquy lad night ? — Oh, againft all 
rule, my Lord,«-*moft ungrammatically ! 

betwixt 
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betwixt the firbftantivc and the adjc&ive, 
which fhoold agree together in mmber^ 
cafe 2xA gender^ he made a breach thus,— ^ 
flopping, as if the point wanted fettling^ 

and betwixt the nominatiye cafc, 

which your lordlhip knowf fhouM go- 
vern the verb, he fulpended hfci voice 
in the epilogue a dozen times, three 
ieconds and three fifths by a ftop-watch, 
my Lord, each time, ■ * ■ Admirable 

grammarian ! ^ ■ But in ft^jcnding 

his voice was the fcnle- itrQ)ended 

Kkcwife ? Did noexprcffion of attitude or 
countenance fill up thechafm ? — Was 
the eye filent ? Did you narrowly hxDfc ? 
— I looked only at the flop- watch, my 
Lord, — Excellent obfervcr! 

And what of this new book the whole 
world makes fuch a rout about ? — Oh f 

*tis out of all plumb, my Lord, 

quite an irregular thing ! — not one of 

the 



the angfea »t i^e four corners was a riglit 
{uog^e.*— ^I h^ my rule and compafles^ 
&c. my Lorfl» in my pockfit. — ^— 
Kiffllkait critic ! 

*^Abc} for the ef»€k peem, your lord^ 
(hip ^ me look at & -^ upon taking the 
length) bmadth> bdgbt^ and depth of it» 
and trying them at home upon an exa<5| 

fcale of BoJfu\ ^^'tis out, my Lord, in 

every ow of its dioiepfions, — i- Admira- 
ble connoifleur I 

—And (£d you ft^ in, to take a kK>k 
at the grand pi^hiret in your way back i 

" 'Tis a melancholy daub ! my Lord ^ 

not one principle of the fyramid in any 

one group! and what a price ! — — 

for there is nothing of the colouring of 

TUiMf the cxpreflion ofRuienSj--^ 

the ^x?fi^,i^ Rafbael^ — -^ the purity of 
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JDomifikbino^-^xht corregiefcity ofC&rregh, 
•*- the learning ofPouffm^ — the airs of 
Guidoj — the tafte of the CarracbP%^ — 
or the grand contour of jingelo.* — Grant 
me patience, juft heaven ! — Of all the 
cants which are canted in this canting 
world, — ' though the <;ant of hypocrites 
may be the worft, — the cant of crittcifm 
is the moft tormenting ! 

I would go fifty miles on foot, for I 
have not a horfe worth riding on, to kifi 
the hand of that man whofe generous 
heart will give up the reins of his imagi- 
nation into his author's hands, — — be 
picaied he knows not why, and cares not 
wherefore. 

Great ApoUo ! if thou art in a giving 

humour, give me, — I afk no more, 

but one ftroke of native humour, with 

a fingle 



a fingle ipatk of thy own fire along 

•with it, and fend Mercury^ with the 

rides and cmpajfes^ if he can be fpared, 
with my compliments to ~-- no matter. 

Now to any one elfe> I will undertake 
to prove, that all the oaths and impreca- 
tions, which we have been puffing off up- 
on the world for thefe two hundred and 
fifty years laft paft, as originals,*^ — ex- 
cept St. Paur% tbumbj Goifs fiejb 

and Ged^s fijh^ which were oaths mo- 
narchical, and, confidering who made 
them, not much amifs; and as kings 
oaths, 'tis not much matter whether they 
were filh or fleih •,- — elfe, I fay, there is 
not an oath, or at leaft a curfe amongft 
them, which has not been copied over 
and over again out of Emulfbus^ a thou- 
fand times : but, like all other copies, 
bow infinitely (hort of the force and fpirit 

of 
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the great and tremendous oath of fPllliam 
the Conqueror, (By the fplendour of Gcd) 
down to the loweft oath of a fcavenger, 
{DafM ycur eyes) which was not to be 

found in Emulpbus. In fhort, he 

would add,— I defy a man to fwear out of 
k. 

The hypothelis is, like moft of my 

father's, fingular and ingenious too ; 

nor have I any obje&ion to it, but ihac 
it overturns my own. 

CHAP. XIII. 

T) LESS my foul ! my poor 

X^ miftrefs is ready to faint,. > 

and her pains are gone, — ; s^id the drops 

are done, and the bottle of julap is i 

broke, — and the nurfe has cut her arm, 
— - (and I, my thumb, cried Dr. Slop) 

and 
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^d the child is where it was, continued 

Sufannabj and the midwife has fallen 

backwards upon the edge of the fender, 
and bruifed her hip as black as your hat. 

ril look at it, quoth Dr., Slop. 

There is no need of that, replied 5«/Sr»- 
Tuiby — you had better look at my mif- 

trefs, but the midwife would gladly 

firft give you an account how things are, 
fo dcfires you wduld go up ftairs and 
fpeak to her this momenta 

Human nature is the fame in all pro- 
feflions; 

The midwife had juft before been put 

over Dr. Slopes head. He had not di- 

gefted it.— No, replied Dr. Slop^ 'twould 
be full as proper, if the midwife came 

dowp to me. 1 like fubordihation, 

quoth my uncle Toby j — and but for it, 
, Vol. Ill, E after 
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2jeua^ tHe le^i^icyi of li/k, I know »oifr 
whai^ rwght )iav^ bep^yne pf the garrifon 
qf C?i^^, i.n the mu^iflj for. br^s ip th|^ 
ycajr Ten. — ^Kpfi replied Pr. SAjf, (pa- 
rodying Biy uncle SfV^'s bQt>by hoirfical 
reflei^onA though fyll ^s Hpbby-hprftc^r 
hi<nfelf>— do \ kpow, C^t%ift &6tf9(j&^ 
whs^ might baye bec^ime 9f the garrifo^ 
^ve fta)r$» io the i^iHjiny ^o^c^ajbfipA 
i fii^cl aM ^Pes. af e ijoi. a;t p^ei^b^ k^ fOT 
the fubordinatipa of fiBg^r^i apd thi^iji^tn 
to * * * * * * — the application of which, 
Su** under tills accident of spne^ comes 
in fo a propoSj that without it, the cut 
upon my thumb might have been felt by 
the Sk0n4y family, as long as the SJ^i^dy 
family h^ a name. 



CHAP. 



Chap, xiv. 

ET us go back to the * * ♦ » • * 
in the laft chapter. 

It is a fingular fhoke of eloquence (at 
lead it was fo, when ebquence flouriflied 
at jbbens and Romej and would be fo 
now, did orators wear mantles) not to 
mention the name of a things when you 
had the thing about you, in petto^ ready 
to produce, pop, in the place you want 
it. A fear, an axe, ar fword, a pink'd 
doublet, a rufiy helmet, a pound and a 
half of pot-aihes in an urn, or a three- 
halfpenny pickle pot, but above all, 

a tender infant royally accoutred. — Tho* 
if it was too young, and the oration as 

long as Tidlf^ fecond Pbilippick^ it 

muit oertainly have befhit the orator's 
£ 2 mantle. 
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mantle. —And then again, if too old, 
—it muft have been unwicHy and in- 

commodious to his adlion, fo as to 

make him lofe by his child almoft as 
much as he could gain by it. — -Other- 
wife, when a ftaCc orator has hit the pre- 
cife age to a minute, hid his BAM- 
BINO in his mantle fo cunningly that no 
mortal could fmell it, — and produced it 
fo critically, that no foul could fay, ic 

came in by head and fhoulders, Oh, 

Sirs ! it has done wonders. It has 

open'd the fluices, ahd turn*d the brains, 
and Ihook the principles, and unhinged 
the politicks of half a nation. 

Thefe feats however are not to be done; 
except in thofe ftates and times, 1 fay, 
where orators wore mantles,— and pretty 
large ones too, my brethren, with fome 
twenty or five and twenty yards of good 

purple^ 
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purple, fuperfine, marketable cloth in 

them, with large flowing folds and 

doubles, and in a great ftyle of deiign. 

All which plainly ihews, may it 

pleafe your worfliips, that the decay of 
eloquence, and the little good fervice it 
does at prefent, both within, and without 
doors, is owing to nothing elfe in the 
world, but fhort coats, and the difufe of 
trunk-bofe. -*— We can conceal nothing 
under ours. Madam, worth fhewing. 

CHAR XV. 

DRi Slop was within an ace of being 
an exception to all this argumenta- 
tion : for happening to have his green 
bays bag upon his knees, when he began 

to parody my uncle Toby^ • 'twas as 

good as the beft mantle in the world 

to him : for which purpofe, when he 

forefaw the fentence would end in his new 

E 3 invented 
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inwcntcd forceps^ he tbruft his hand into 
the bag in order to have them ready to 
clap in, when your reverences took io 
much notice of the * * ♦, which had he 
pianaged,---my uqcle Teiy had certainly 
been overthrown : the fentence and the 
argument In that cafe jumping clofely in 
one point, fo like the two lines which 
form the falient angle of a raveline,— Dr, 
Slop would never have given them up;^ 
and my uncle Toly would as fbon 
thought of flying, as taking them by 
force : but Dr. Slop fumbled fo vilely in 
pulling them out, it took off the whole 
efFeft, and what was a ten times worfe evi| 
(for they feldom come alone in this life) 
in pulling out his forceps^hxs forceps unfor- 
tunately drew out th^fquirt along with it, 

When a proppfitiou can be taken in 

two fenfes, 'tis a law in difputation 

That the refpondcnt may reply to which 

of 
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of the two he pleales, or find rrioft cbri- 
vehient for him. -^ This threw the ad- 
vantage of the argument quite on m^ 

uncle rohf^ fide. " Good God !" 

cried my uncle ^ohy^ " are cbildrdi 
krougbt into the world with a/qu$ri?*[ 

CHAP. XVI. 

— Y Y P O N my honour. Sir, you 
v^ have tore every bit of the fkiri 
quite off the back of both niy hands 
with your forceps, cried my uncle T'i^^j— 
and you have criifliM all my knuckles in- 
to the bargaih with theni, to a jelly. 'Tis 
your own fault, faid Dr. Slop^ — ^ yoii 
ffiould have clinched your two fifts toge- 
ther into the form of a child's head, as I 
told you, and fat firm. — -=- 1 did fo, an- 

fwered my uncle Toiy., ■• — Then the 

points of my forceps have not been fuffi- 
£ 4 clently 
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cicDtly arm'd, or the rivet wants clofing, 
-p-or elfe the cut on my thumb has made 

me a little aukward, or poffibly— 

*Tis well, quoth my father, interrupting 
the detail of poflibilities, that the ex- 
periment was not firft made upon my 
child's head-piece.— ——It would not 
have been a cherry-ftone the worfe, an- 
fwered Dr. Slop. I maintain it, faid my 
uncle Tohy^ it would have broke the ce- 
rebellum, (unlefs indeed the fkuU had 
been as hard as a granado) and turned it 
all into a pcrfefl: poflet. Pfliaw ! replied 
Dr. Slop^ a child's head is naturally as 
foft as the pap of an apple ; the fu- 
tures give way, and befides, I could 

have extrafted by the feet after. Not 

you, faid (he.-r-I rather wilh you woul4 
begin that way, quoth my father. 

Pray do, added my uncle ^oly. 

CHAP, 



• [ 73 3 
CHAP. xvir. 



A' 



ND pray, good woman, after 
all, will you take upon you 
to fay, it may not be the child's hip, as 

well as the child's head! 'Tis moil 

certainly the head, replied the midwife. 
Becaufe, continued Dr. Slop^ (turning to 
my father) as pofitive asthefe old ladies 
generally are,— *tis a point very difR* 
cult to know, — and yet of the greateft 

confequence to be known ; becaufe, 

Sir, if the hip is miftaken for the head,— 
there is a poffibility (if it is a boy) that 
the forceps ********** 
f«4^iit«««««««««*««* 



^Wbat the poffibility was. Dr. 



$lop whifpered very low to my father, and 
then to my uncle Toby. — There is no 

fuch 
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fuch danger, continued he, with the head. 
—No, in truth, quoth my father, — but 
when your poffibility has taken place at 

the hip, you may 33 well take ofF the 

head too. 

—It is morally impoflible the tender 

fliould underftand this, 'tis enough 

Dr. Slop underftood it; fo taking the 

green bays bag in his hand, with the help 
of OkadiaFs pumps, he tripp'd pretty 
nimbly, for a man of his fize, aCrofs the 

room to the door, and from the door 

was fhewn the way, by the good old 
midwife, to my mother's apartment. 

CHAP. XVIIL 

IT is two hours, and ten minutes, — 
and no more, — cried my father, 
looking at his watch, fince Dr. Slop and 

Obadiab 
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Ohadiob arrived,- and I know not 

how how it happens, brother fi?^,— - 
but to my imagination it feems almofb 
an age. 

Here pray, Sir, take hold 

of my cap, — nay, take the bell along 
with it, and my pantoufles too. 

Now, Sir, they are all at your fervice \ 
and I freely make you a prefent of 'em, 
on condition, you give aie all your at- 
tention to this chapter. 

Though my father faid, " be knew not 

** bow it bapperfd^^ yet he knew very 

well, how it happen'd ; and at the 

inftant he fpoke it, was pre -determined in 
his mind, to give my uncle T!ohy d, clear 
account of the matter by a metaphyfical 
fliflertation upon the fubjeft of duration 

and 
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end itsfimple mcdesy in order to fhew my 
unde Hohy^ by what mechanifm and men- 
ibrations in the brain it cahie to pafs, that 
the rapid fucceflion of their ideas, and the 
eternal fcampcring of the difcourfe from 
one thing to another, fince Dr. &lop had 
come into the room, had lengthened out 
fo (hort a period to fg inconceivable an 

extent. ** I know not how it it hap- 

** pens, crfcd my father, ^ — but it 

*' fcems an age/- 

— 'Tis owing, entirely, quoth my uncle 
T^ohy^ to the fucceflion of our ideas. 

My father, who had an itch in com- 
mon with all philofophcrs, of reafoning 
upon every thing which happened, and 
accounting for it too, — propofed infinite 
pleafure to himfelf in this, of the fuccef- 
i\Qti of ideas, and had not the Icaft appre- 

henfion 
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hendon of having it fnatch'd out of his 

hands by my uncle Toby^ who (honeft 
man!) generally took every thing as it 
happened ;— -and who, of all things in 
the world, troubled his brain the leaft 
with abftrufe thinking ; — ^ — tHe ideas of 

time and fpace, or how we came by 

thofe ideas, — or of what ftufF they were 
made,^ — or whether they were born with 
us, ——or we pick'd them up afterwards 
as we went along, — or whether we did it 

in frocks, or not till we had got into 

breeches, — with a thoufand other inquiries 
anddi(putesaboutiNFiNiTY,PREsciENCE, ' 
LIBERTY, NECESSITY, and fo forth, upon 
whofe defperate and unconquerable theo- 
ries, fo many fine heads have been turned 
and crack'd, — never did my uncle Tobfs 
the leaft injury at all -, my father knew it, 

and was no lefs furprifed, than he 

was 
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was difappointed with my uncle's fonui^ 
tous iblutioo. 

Do you underftaod the theony of thafi 
afluur? replied my fafther* 

Not I, quoth my uncle. 

— But you have feme id^a^^ (kid mf 
father^ of what you t^ik about. 

No more than my hoc fe, replied my 
URcIe Toly, 

Gracious heaven! .cried my father, 
looking upwards, ami claipiiig his two 
haads together, — there i& a worth ia thy 
boneft ignorance, brother 2lc?^, — 'twcj?c 
almoft a pity to exchange it for a know- 
ledge. But ril tell thee.. 

5 

To 
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To uDderftand what time is aright^ 
widuMtf which we never can comprehend 
itfimtyj infomuch as one is a portion of 
the other, — we ought ferioufly to fit 
down aixd confider what idea it is, we 
have of duratioa^ h as to give a fatisfadlo- 
ry account, haw we came by it. — What ia 
that to. ^ny body^? quoth my utocle Teby ? 
^For if yok mil turn you eyes inward^ 
Mfmtyintr mind^ coodiuied my father, and 
obferve aHepiiv^x y^ 'ot?ill ferceroe^ bro- . 
tt^ti that wbUfi ym md I are talking t^- 
geibety ami diMing andfmaaking our pipes : 
or wbilji we receive fuccejjively ideas in our 
ndndSf we know that we do exifty and [o we 
^timau the exifiKsna^ or the continuation of 
the esdJbsMce of ourfelves^ or ainy^ thing elfe^ 
commenfitrate to the fuc^fftm of arry ideas. 
in owr mnds^ the duration of omfelvesy or 
«gi fu£b other thing coremjting with ow^^ 

tJrnik- 
• Vid. Locke. 
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Mnking^ an^fo according to that pfe^ 

conceived — You puzzle me to deathi cried 
my uncle Tok/. 

'Tis owing- to this,replicd my fa- 
ther, that in our computations of tinUi 
we are fo ufed to minutes, hours, weeks^ 
and months, ^— - and of clocks (I wifli 
there was not a clock in the kingdom) to 
meafure out their ieveral portions to us^ 

and to thofe who belong to us^ that 

'twill be well, if in time to come, the fuc'^ 
cejfton of our ideas be of any ufe or fervicc 
to us at all. 

Now, whether we obferve it or no, 
continued my father, in every found man's 
head, there is a regular fucceffion of 
ideas of one fort or other, which follow 
each other in train juft like ^ — A train 
of artillery ? faid my uncle 21p^k— Atrain 
I of 
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of a fiddle ftick ! — quoth my father,— 
which follow and fucceed one another in 
our minds at certain diftances, juft like 
the images in the infide of a lanthorn 
turned round by the heat of a candle. — « 
I declare^ qUoth my uncle ^oby^ mine are 

more like a fmoak-jack* Then, hro- 

tlier Toby^ I have nothing more to fay to 
you upon the fubjeft, faid my father, 

C H A P. XIX. 

"TX r H A T a conjunfture was 

V V here loft ! My father 

in one of his beft explanatory moods,— 
in eager purfuit of a metaphyfic point in- 
to the very regions where clouds arvi 
thick darknefs would foon have encom- 

pafled it about ; my uncle ^ohy 

in one of the fineft difpofitions for it .in 

the world ; — his head like a fmoak-jack; 

•— - the funnel unfwept, and the ideas 

Vql. IIL F whirl- 
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wtirKng rowid and ropod about kv itJt, 
9ii d^ufcated aod dsu:kejied. oyer \$rkb 
foligioous OMtttcr Frrr- By the. tgpil^ ftQDe 
Q£Liffum'r—}fxt is.inj?cii^,-r — if ngt, 
why tJtwn* hyhi^ a/hea ! by, tte aih« pfy 
«iy. deai: K^hht a^d d^aiier Cinoantts^ 
-T— r irty.fethcr iwidrmy uiicle 3i^^s dif- 
Caurfij ypQu TiM« and etejriNJty^— was 
a difeourft dWQWJy.tp^be wilbfdifor! and 
the petulancy of my father's humour in 
putting a (top tQ it, as he did, was a rob- 
bery of the Ontologic treafiay^ .of fiich a 
jftwelj as no coalition ci great occafiona 
and great men, arc ever likely to.reftore 
to it againr 

TH O' my father perfifted in not 
going on with the difcourfc, — yeC 
he could not get my uncle Toifs fmoak- 

jack 



jiCk out'orina^^Keadj^piqtfed'as tid wi^ 
at firft with it ; -i-^ there wis fometh'ing* 
in thtf comfjarifonfat thii'^bbtfcdiTi,which hit' 
his fariey, for wMctf pirrpldle reffiift]^ hh' 
dbow opbit the tible,^ and TecKhingthe^ 
right fide of his hcad^pon the' pa!m of 
his handi-^bite looking firff^dfiftly irf 
the fite^ -i^:-:^ life'bcgah to* tommurie vlttf 
htmlclf'atid phil6fo)phi« about it: buf 
his Spirits bein'g-'wbr^ out with' the 'fa-^ 
tigties of in^eftigaririg newtraAs^attd the- 
conftant exertion of his faculties upon that^ 
variety of fubjedts which had taken their 

turn in the difcourfe, the idea of the 

fmoak-jack foon turned all his ideas up- 
fide down, — fo that he fell afleep almoll 
before he knew what he was about* 

As for my uncle Toiy^ his fmoak-jack 

had not made a dozen revolutions, before 

F2 he 
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he fell afleep alfp. <*— Peace be lyith them* 

boch;< Dr. 5Zgp is engaged with the 

midwife, and my mother above ftairs. — 
Trim is bufy in turning an old pair of jack- 
boots into a couple of mortars to be em- 
ployed in the fiege of Meffina next fum- 

xner, • ;?nd is this inftant boring the 

touch-holes with the point, of a hot poker. 
•—AH my heroes arc pflf. my hands ;— 
'tis thefirft time I have had a moment to 
Ipare, — and Vl\ make ufe of it, and write 
my* preface. •• 



THe 
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I • • • 

THE 

AuTHQR^s PREFACE. 

No, FU not fay a word about it, — 
here it is j -r — in publifliing it, — 

I have appealed to the world, and to 

the world I leave it j — it muft fpeak for 
itfelf. 

All I know of the matter is, — when 
I fat down, my intent was to write a good 
book ; and as far as the tenuity of my 
underftanding would hold out, — a wife, 
aye, and a difcreet,—— taking card only, 
as I went along, to put into it all the wit 
and the judgment (be it more or lefs) 
which the great author and beftower of 
them had thought fit originally ro give 
F 3 me. 
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me, fo that, as your worfliips fee, — 

f tis juft as God pieafes. 

Now, Jgdaftts (fpcaking difpraifingly) 
iayetbj That thecc xpay l?e Jomc ;wit in 
it, for aught he knows,-^ — but no judg- 
ment at all. And Triptokifmf ipiiPbu' 
tatarius agreeing thereto, alk, How is it 
poffible the^c flioidd ? for that wit mi^ 
'ii^dgment in this world never go toge- 
ther ; inafoiuch as they are- two oper^ 
tions differing from each other as wide as 
caft is from weft.— So, fays Lofh^ --- fo 
are farting and hickuping, fay I. But ifx 
anfwer to diis, Bidius the great church 
lawyer, in his cgde defartandiet illujiran^ 
fallaciis^ dofh maintain and m^e fully 
appear. That an illuftrapon is no argur 
ment, — nor do I maintain the wiping pf 
a looking-glafs clean, to be a fyllogifm j 
«^ but you all, may it pleafp your worr 

fliips, 
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H^, fife the better for ft, To Aift 

the mam jgood thefe thinjgs do, is cJhly 
to clarify the underftanding, previous to 
tte a^lication of the argument Itftlf, in 
erder te free it from any Kttle motes, or 
Ipec]^ bfopacularmatteri which if left 
fwfirting herein, might hiilder a concep- 
tion ftiid ipoil alL 

Now, iny dear Ahti-Shdhdfeiih's, and 
thrice able critics, and fellow-liibohrersi 
(for to you I write this Prefacfe)— ^and 
to you, mbft fubtle ftateftheh and dif- 
creet doftbrs (do — puli ofFybiir beards) 
renowned for gravity ahd M^iiUbm •, — 
MonopobSj my politician, — Didius, my 
cbiirifcl ; KyfarciuSy my frierid j — Pbutd- 
ioriuSj my guide x-^GaftnphihSj the pre- 
fervdr of rtiy life ; SofUH'dliktitts^ the balfri 
and repofe of it, ^ — riot forgetting all 
others as ^ell fleepiftg as *7aking, ecclefi- 
aftical as civil, whom for brfcvity, but out 
F 4 of 
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of no rcfcntment to you, I lump ail togp- 
ihcr.— Believe me, right worthy. 

My moft zealous wifh and fervent 
prayer in your behalf, and in my own 
too, in caie the thing is not done already 

for us, is, that the great gifts and 

endowments both of wit and judgment, 
with every thing which ufually goes along 

with them, fuch as memory, fancy, 

genius, eloquence, quick parts, and what 
not, may this precious moment without 
ftint or meafure, let or hinderance, be 
poured down warm as each of us could 
bear it, — fcum and fediment and all ; 
(for I would not have a drop loft) into 
thefe veral receptacles, cells, cellules, do- 
miciles, dormitories, refe6lories,and fpare 

places of our brains, in fuch fort, 

that they might continue to be injeded 
and tunn'd into, according to the true 

intent 
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uitenc and meaning of my wilh, until 
every veflel of them, both great and 
fmall, be fo replenilhed, faturated and 
fiird up therewith, that no more, would 
it fave a man's life, could poflibly be got 
either in or out. 

Blefs us !— what npble work we fhould 

make ! how fhould I tickle it off! 

and what fpirits Ihould I find myfelf 

in, to be writing away for fuch readers I 
— and you, — juft heaven ! — with what 

raptures would you fit and read, but 

oh ! — *tis too much, 1 am fick,— -* 

I faint away delicioufly at the thoughts 

of it ! *tis more than nature can bear I 

^ — lay hold of me, — I am giddy, — I 

am ftone blind,— -—rm dying, 1 am 

gone. Help ! Help! Help !— But 

hold, — I grow fomething better again, 

for I am beginning to forefec, when this is 

over, that as we ftiall all of us conti- 

4 nue 
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i^Re «mongft ^udelv^s, 6ne day to m 
md:-— -diei« would be lb much fikiite 
ftfid fiircafHH ^^^^-^ fcbifihg and floutSr^, 
wkh raillyjng and tepattecing of itj^-w-^* 
thruiling and parrying in one comer t)r 

another, there would be nothing but 

mifchief amongilus^^^Chafteibrs ! what 
biting and icra^ching, and what a rkckeC 
and a clatter we ihouki make, what with 
breaking of head^^ and rapping of 
knuckles, and hitting of fore t)laces,-^^ 
there would be no fuch thing as living 
for us. 

But then again, Ms Wfr Ihould all of us 
be men of great judghieht, we fhould 
make up matters as fall as ever they went 
wrong ; and though we fhould abominate 
each other, ten times worfe than fo many 
devils or devileffcs, we fhould ncverthe- 
lefs, my dear creatures, be all courtefy 

and 
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4o4 kindntfsr-'-'^'-vinilk •'and honey,— 

^.twould.be a fecond land of {)roinife, » 

a rp^adiie upon earth, if thtre was fuch a 
thing, to be had, — fo that upon the vi\^ 
we Ihould have done well enough. 

AH I fret a&d fume at, and what mod , 
^iftreflTes oay byeotion at prefeht, is bow 
to bri&g the point itfelf to bear ; for as 
your wor&ips well know, that of thefc 
iiLeavenly emanations of wit znd judgment^ 
yfhkh I hare fo bountifully wifhed both 
for your worfiiips and rayfelf, — there is 
t>ut a certain juanSum ftored up for us all, 
fpr the ufe and behoof of the whole race 
(^mankind i and fuch fmall modicums of 
'em are only fent forth into this wide 
world, circulating here and there in one 
by corner or anotiicr, — and in fuch nar- 
row ftreams, and at fuch prodigious in- 
tervals from each other, that one would 

wonder 
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wonder how it holds out, or could be fuf- 
ficient for the wants and emergencies of 
fo many great Itates, and populous em- 
pires. 

Indeed there is one thing to be confi- 
dered, that in Nova Zmbla^ North Lap- 
iandf and in all thofe cold and dreary 
Crafts of the globe, which lie more di^ 
redlly under the artick and antartick cir- 
cles, — where the whole province of a 
man's concernments lies for near nine 
months together, within the narrow com- 

pafs of his cave, where the Ipirits arc 

comprelTed almoft to nothing, and 

where the paffions of a man, with £very 
thing which belongs to them, are as frigid 
as the zone itfelf •, — there the leaft quan- 
tity of judgment imaginable does the bufi- 
nefs, — and of w/V, — there is a total and 
an abfolute faving, — for as not one (park 

is 
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is Ranted, ^ fo not one (park is glvenV 

Angels and minifters of grace defend us ! 
What a difmal thing would it have been to 
have governed a kingdom, to have fought 
a battle, or made a treaty, or run a match^ 
or wrote a book, or got a child, or held a 
provincial chapter there, with (o plentiful a 
lack of wit and judgment about us ! for. 
mcrc.y*s fake ! let us. think no more about 
it, but travel on as faft as we can fouth-- 

wards into Nonvaj^^ croffing over 

Swedekndj if you pleafe, through the 
fmall triangular ipvoy'i^cc oi Angermania 
to the lake of Bothnia ; coafling along it 
through eaft and weft Bothnia^ down to 
Qareliay and fo on, through all thofe ftates 
and provinces which border upon the far 
fide of the Gulf of Finland j and the north 
caft of the BaUickj up to Peterfbourg^ and 
juft ftepping into If^ria j * then 

ftrctching over direftly from thence 

through 
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tkoughitfab norths ptftfrc^ tht Rjiffhm 
empire«— leaving: SH^eriaid^imik v^n tbe> 
loft hand till vreget^ncothei^ry h«an'of 

Noiv^thffoiighoutthis leag:tour which- 
I haiirf^lediyt>u^ you obfeive the. good* 
peoplcare.bettecfoffibjr' fav^than in the- 
polat: countries whidi we:have' juft >left : 
*«-fQ]ruf you^okL.yow hand «oveP your ^ 
ey^ and. look vefy^aeomctvelyt younuy^ 
pprcemrifonc rnasUugUmfneringd (a9Ut« 
wtce>.of ; witj .mfthiaocomfottabb provi- 
^xt\<Ai gpodi piaiiVi i&^i^iU> judgment^ 
whieb takiagitbriqQality «and quantity of 
id^q^fiheiv tkeyimakio a very good fhift 
wM^HH-aodiiad :tbey^nioi% o6either the 
ooecon tke-:othbr, it' wouid^vdefltfoy * the 
pn9peti>aUmceibefwiXtthem, andJam 
iaiisfied- moreowr they would want occa^ 
lioosi^o pot ^theniito ufe. 

3 Now, 
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l^pw, Stfj if I conduft you hooM) 
2^(1 iotQ this warmer and more luxuri**- 
ant illand, wh^^e you perceive the ipringi 
tid^^f our bloo4fand bpmours runs higb^, 
— ^wbere we bavie mpre amtntiont aad, 
prjide^ and envy, and lodiery, and other) 
v^r^n paffior)$. uppp onv^ hands to gcH 
vern\aiid fiil>jed tpro^op^r-the he^ oi 
our wit^ ^tfa^ dfptkof our. judgment,: 
yoii fcc, are w^y. prppoRtioned tp ther 
kngtb and hreadtb of our neceffities,7^ai;u| 
accordingly^ we have them fent down 
aq[|Qfigi^.us i^ fych^a flowing kind of de- 
cent and creditable plenj(y^ that no one 
thpL^, he :I^a$, any .€a\ife:jtQ.4:omplaia, 

ICf n)uj^ Hoyreyer-b)^ confefled on this 
head, that, as our air blows hot and coldy 

wet and dry, ten times in a day, we 

haw them 1(1 np regiU^jaiid fettled way \ 
nicL tbAS.foiQstinAfS; for near half a» 

century 



r 90 

c-entury together, there (hall be very little 
wit or judgment, either to be fceh or 
heard of atnongft us : — ^thc fmall chan- 
nels of them fhall feem quite dried up, — 
then all of a fudden the fluicefi Oidl break 
out, and take a fie of running again like 
fury j'-^— you would think they would ne- 
ver flop : and then it is, that in writ- 
ing and fighting, and twenty other gal- 
lant things, we drive all the world be- 
fore us. 

It is by thefe obfervations, and a wary 
rcaToning by analogy in that kind of ar- 
gumentative procefs, which Suidas calls 
dialeHick induHion^ — that I draw and fet 
up this pofition as moft true and veri- 
table. 

That of thefe two luminaries, fo much 
of their irradiations are fuffered from 

time 



C 97 ] 
tinie to time to fliine down upon usi as 

he^ whofe infinite wifdom which difpenfes 

^ery thing in exaft wdght and meafare, 

knows will juft ferve to light us on our 

way in this night of our obfcurity ; fb 

that your reverences and worlhips now 

find out, nor is it a moment longer in my 

power to conceal it firom you. That the 

fervent wUh in your behalf with which I 

fet out, was no more than the firft infi- 

nuating Stm d'ye of a carefling prefacer 

ftifling his reader^ as a lover fometime^ 

does a coy mifttels into filence. For alas! 

could this effiifion of light have been as 

eafily procured, as the exordium wi(hed 

it -. I tremble to think how many thou^ 

lands for it^ of benighted travellers (in 

die learned fciences at leaft) muft have 

groped and blundered on in the dark, all 

the nights of their lives, — running their 

heads againft pofts^ and knocking out 

Vol. III. G their 
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ijidr brains withefut ev& getting to thdr 

yicndci end) fikne Mmg With their 

M6f pqpqid i cu lgrly into ftii&^»-^oihan 
l»rieont8ll)r with their tails into kmads. 
Heit one half of akariled prbfefli«n tilt- 
ing Ml bmt a^nnft the «cher iialf oSk, 
wad then toknUii^ and rdHmg tme ova: 

the tithfcY in the 'dirt Hbc htg^ Here 

ti^ brei&ren, of «iother pirQfiiffioQi who 
Aoufd haVe ran in eppofition to each 
other, flying on the contrary Kke a flock 
of wiid geefe^ allin a row ihc fame waf . 
'--Wirtt conft^flon! -^wbat «iftakes! 
•ii-^fiRkDen and paifiters jti^ing by their 
byes and xars^^-^admirablt 1 — Ixufting to 
liie pafiions excited--^n an air fung, or a 
Aory piinted to ^ heart, — ^ lAftead of 
amaifdnng them by a i^psadmiK. 

in the Jbregronnd of this ^pi&ore^ a 
fiatejmn tamli% the political wheel, like 

a brute, 



I 99' 3 
a bnm^ the wtQog w^ roiind— <^«^ . 

the ttsp9iBBi> of c9rn^8ijiQft,-T-l?y hwvcn V-r 

Jfi this corw, 9 ifq^ of. the divJoq 

cl«ilkiaiK|#n-s piqt4»a{>5 woucfo,— feeling hu| 
pinlsfit'^ j(9lf^ iflftc?4fl|%f»pothe<Hify*S 
—ft iwthfr of the Mt^r if* the M 
g|iQ^HPP&^.^tees i^^'^ars.'rrdcawiqg 
Ihe eMr(#i|r of ,;». ifl}Uiglp4 y^tina tp' bej^ 
his *MgK?p»ef?;i*-«ii6E^aiig ?: fc;e^-rU)|]:!;^ 

I»tb«tfew. ^^*90»li^QR of tii^ 
thn^ .WJj(l^ all dAieif jt^^t-i^nd m^ 

the IWftg; Wpy ir-n-f-HJ^Jjfflg >? Oftf of th? 

great jti^f, i^efwJ^?!, fl^;-«- and with 

foch forjtia .thjijr ^<jiDl^%o«4.:£uchadfc 

G a gree 



grcc oF iiivcctticy in their manner of 
Kicking it, asifdie laws had been origi- 
nally made for the peace and prefervation 
of mankind :— perhaps a more encHnioos 
miftake committed by them ftill,— a li- 
tigated point fairly Kung up •,— for in- 
ftance. Whether ^oVn t^N^kis his nofe, 
iould fknd in ^&mfBiles his fate, with- 
out a trefpafs, or'not^— raftily determin-r 
cd by them in five and twenty minutes, 
which, with the cautious pro's and con^s 
required in fo intricate *a proceeding, 
might have taken up as nuuiy months,-— 
and if carried on upon a military plan, as 
your honours know,' an action ihould be, 
with all the ftratagems prafticable there- 
iii,-r-fuch as ficihts,*— forced marches,— 
&rprizes, •— ambufbades, -^ mift-batte- 
rics, andathou&nd othierftrc&esofgp- 
heralfliip whidi confift in catclung at 
all advantagiss on both fides, — - might 
* rca» 



reafonably have lai|€i^ diem as xna^y 
years, finding fpodl ^ raiment ail that 
term for a centumyirate of the profcf- 

flQD, 

As for the clergy No r— If 

I lay a word againft them, I'll be (hot: — 
I have no defir c,— aiKi befides, if I had, 

1 durft not for my foul touch upon 

the fubjeA, — — with fuch weak nerves 
and ^irits, and in the conditipn I am in 
at prefent, 'twould be as much as my life 
was worth, to deje6t and contrift my- 
lelf with fo bad and melancholy an ac- 
count, — and therefore, 'tis fafcr to draw 
a curtain acrofs, and haftcn from it, as 
fad as I can, to the main and principal 
point I have undertaken to clear up, — ^ 
and that is. How it comes to pafs, that 
your men of lead terf/ are reported to be . 
men of tcio& judgment. —But mark,— 
G 3 I fay, 



C 'W2 ] 

I "fi^, np&rftdio ^y — fer it is no Mm, 
iny itear Sirs^ than t report, and i»li^ 
llkt twenty dike«^ ti^en up ^veiy 
day upon truft, I maintain to be a vile 
and a malicious report into the bar* 
gain. 

IThis by the hd^ «yf^ dbfavddofus A- 
ready premiied, vid I hopealready weigh- 
ed and peipended'ty your rov^fftesidid 
worfiiips, I ^lall foFitkwkh Wtfkc 4f - 
pear* 

I iiate iet dil8)>»t^ons» — ^ and ab<yre 
all things in the world, ^tis one of th^ ^- 
lieft things in one df chetn, «o darken 
yonr hypothefi« t)y |)lacing« nuntf)er of 
tall, 'opake words, one before smother, |n 
a right line, betwixt your own ^and yoar 
«?eeders conception,— — when inall Jflfip- 
Jihood, if you bad ^looked Hbout, you 

might 
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might Hav% feen (ojcnething ftanding, or 

hanging up, which would have cleared 
die point at once, -— ^^ for what hinder- 
^< ancf , hurt or harm, doth tl^ laudable 
<< defire of knowledge bring to any msui, 
^* if even from a fot, a pot, a fooJ, a flx)ol, 
^^ a winter-mittain, a truckle |ar a puUy, 
** the lid of a goldfmith*s crucible, an oyl 
^* bottk,anoldfl^per^Qracanechair," 
— ~- 1 am this momen( fitting upon one. 
Will you give me leave to iUuflirace this 
aflFair of wit ^d judgme(U, by the two 
knobs on the top of t^ bziQ\i of it, — r— 
they are faften*d on, you fee, with t\fo 
pegs ftuck (lightly info two ginilet-KoleSt 
and will place what I have to fay in fo 
clear a light, as to let you fee through the 
drift and meanjng of my whole pre&ce, 
as plainly as if every point and particle of 
it was made up of iun ixams. 

G 4 I enter 



I enter now diredly upon the pomtr 

—-*- Here ftandsfcvV,---—* and there 
Hands juJ^ment^ dofe befide it, juft like 
the two knobs I'm (peaking of, upon 
the back of this felf lame chair on which 
I am fitting. 

~— • You fee, they are the higheft and 
moft ornamental parts of its framey — :as 
wit and judgment are of ours^ *— and 
like them too, indubitably both made 
and fitted to go together, in order as we 
fay in all fvich cafes of duplicated embel*^ 
liihments, — r-to anfwer me another. 

Now for the fake of an experiment, and 
for the clearer il]ufi:rating this matter,— 
let us for a moment, take off one of thefe 
two curious ornaments (I care not which) 
from the point or pinade of the chair it 

now 
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now ftands on ; nay, don't laugh ^t 

it. But did you ever fee in the whole 

couiie of your lives fuch a ridiculous bu- 
lineis as chis.has mad^ of it ? — =— Why, 
'tis as miferable a fight as a fow with one 
ear i and there is juft as much fenfe and 
fymmetry in the one, as in the other : — 

do, pf^y* get off your feats, only to 

take a view of it. Now would any 

man who valued his character a ftraw, 
haye turned a piede of work out of his 

hand in fuch a condition ? nay, lay 

your hands upon your hearts, and anfwcr 
this plain queftion, Whether this one An- 
gle knob which now ftands here like a 
blockhead by itfelf, can ferve any pur- 
pofe upon earth, but to put one in mind 

of the want of the other ; and let mc 

further afk, in cafe the chair was your 
own, if you would not in your confci- 
ences think, rather than be as it is, that 

it 
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it would be ten times better without anjr 
knob' at all. 

Now thefe two knobs or top or- 
naments of the mind of man,which crown 
the whole entablature, — being, as I faid, 
wit and judgment, which of all others, as 
I have proved it, arc the moft needful, — 
the moft prized, — — the moft calami- 
tbus to be without, and confequendy the 
hardeft to come at, — ^ for all thefe rea- 
ions put together, there is not a mortal 
amongft us, fo dcftitute of a love of good 
fame or feeding, — or fo ignorant of what 
will do him good therein,— who docs not 
wifli and ftedfaftly refolve in his own 
mind, to be, or to be thought at leaft 
mafter of the one or the other, and indeed 
of both of them, if the thing feems any . 
way fenfible, or likely to be brought to 
pals, 

3 Now 
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"tJxjw ywr "gtvftr gentry having Httic 
or t>e k^nd of chance in aiming at the 
one^-^-unkis they laid'hoM of the other^ 

i pray what Ao you tfhhik would be- 

eeme cf them ?r- Why, Sirs, in fpight 
ef fill their ^tfw^, they muft e'en have 
been contented to have gone with their 
infides naked :— ^s was not to be borne^ 
but by an effort of philofophy not to be 
fuppofed in the cafe we are upon, —^h 
that no one could well have been angry 
with diem, had they been fatisfied with 
what Kttle they could have fnatchcd up 
-and fecreted under their cloaks and great 
perrywigs, had they not raifed a hue and 
^ alt Ihe fame time againft die lawful 
owners, 

I need not tell your worfliips, that this 
was done with fo much cunning and arti- 
fice, — that the great Locke^ who was fd- 

dom 
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dom oudrittDd bjr hik fiMinds, — ^ivas 
aev^dtbdebbubblcdlieve. The ay, it 
ktmsj was ib doep and ioleinii a one^ 
and what widi the hdp dE gicat wigs, 
gmte iiK», and adicr in^ilciiicnts of de- 
odt, was rendered ib gcncnl a ooe againft 
tfae^Mrfcw^iDthismattert that die jdii- 
lofii[dier himfelf was decdved by i^-— it 
was his glory to free die world from die 
lumber of a thoufand vulgar eirors ;— 
but this was not of the number ; fi> that 
ioftead of fitting down cooly, as fuch a 
philolbphcr flioukl have done, tx> have 
ezammed the matter of faft before he 
philoibphiied upon it : — on the contra- 
ry he took the h& for granted, and fo 
joined in with the cry, and halloo'd it as 
boifteroufly as the reft. 

This has been made the Magna Charta 
of ftupidity ever fince, — but your reve- 
rences 
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jrences plainly f^, it has been obtained In 
fuch a manner, that the title to it is not 

worth a groat j which by the bye is 

pne of the many and vile impofitions 
which gravity and gravefolks have to an- 
iwer for hereafter. 

As for great wigs, upon which I may 
be thought to have fpoken my mind t;oo 
freely, 1 beg leave to qualify what- 
ever has been unguardedly faid to their 
difpraife or prejudice, by one general de- 
claration That I have no abhor^nc^ 

whatever, nor do I deteft and abjure either 
great' wigs or long beards, — -any further 
than when I fee they are befpoke and let 
grow on purpofe to carry on this felf-fame 
impofture-H — for any purpofe^ — peace 
be with them ;—— ^jr mark only,— I 
write not for them. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XXI. 

EVERY day Fm #t kaft too yews ta^ 
gsther <tid my faUicr ceiolv^ ca lm?e 

it mended, 'tis not parndsd yet j-r^ 

no family but ours would have borne 
with it M hour,--^and what is moftafto- 
AiihiBg^ there was not a fubje£k' in the 
world upon which my father was fo elo>- 
queat, as upon thi^t of door-hiiig^ri-«*-— 
And yet at thefaoie time, be was Q^tttn"- 
ly one of the greafeft babbles to thcfiH I 
thihk^ that b^tory can profiduce; htache^ 
torfc and condct^t were tfi perjSetual 

handy- cuffs, Never did the garlow-' 

door open-^but his philofopby or bis 
principles fell a viftim to it ; --^^^ fihr^ 
drops €^ oyl with a feather, atid a iinart 
ftroke of a hammer, hiad faved Us lip* 
nour for ever. . 

— Incon- 
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— — Inconfiftent foul that niao|i9 1 •— 
languifhing under wounds, which he hat 
the power to heal ! — his whole life a con* 
tradition to his knowledge ! — his reafon, 
that precious gift of God to him-— (inftead 
of pouring in oyl) ferving but to fliarpeA 
his ienfibilitieS) — to multiply his p^s 
and render him more melancholy and un- 
eafy under them ! — ^poor unhappy crea* 
tare, that he fhould do fo ! ^^^are not 
the necefiary caufes of mifery in this life 
enow, but he muft add voluntary ones to 
his ftock of (brrow ; - — ftruggle againft 
evils which cannot be avoided, and iub- 
mittd others, which a tenth part of the 
trouble they create him, would remove 
frpm his heart forever ? 

By all that is good and virtuous 4 if 
there are diree drops of oyl to be got, and 
a hammer to be Ifound within ten miles 

of 
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of Sbaniy-Hall --^tht parlour door hingft 
fliall be mended this rdgti; 

CHAP. XXII. 

WHEN corporal Trim had brought 
his two mortars to bear, he was 
delighted with his handy-work above 
meafure ; and knowing what a pleafurc 
it would be to his mailer to fee them, he 
was not abJe to refifl the defire he had of 
carrying them direftly into his parlour. 

Now next to the moral leflbn I had lA 
View in mentioning the affair of bit^ei^ 
I had a fpeculative confideration arifiog 
out of it, and it is this. 

Had the parlour-door operi'd and 
turn'd upon its hinges, as a door ihouMi 
do 
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—Or for example, as cfeverly as our 
government has been turning upon its 

hinges, (that is, in cafe things have 

all along gone well with your worfliip,— 
otherwife I give up my fimile) — in this 
cafe, I fay, there had been no danger ei- 
ther to mafter or man, in corporal ?rij»'s 
peeping in : the moment, he had beheld 
my father and my uncle Toby faft aSeep, 
-- — ^the refpedtfulnefs of his carriage was 
fuch, he would have retired as fxlent as 
death, and left them both in their arm- 
chairs, dreaming as happy as he had 
found them : but the thing was morally 
fpeaking fo very imprafticable, . that for 
the many years in which this hinge was 
fuffered to be out of order, and amongft 
the houriy grievances my father fubmit- 
ed to upon its account, — this was one; 
that he never folded his arms to take his 
nap after dinner, but the thoughts of be- 
VoL. III. H ing 
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• nr^y^^^ awakened by the fir(t 

r^ jivJio fliould open the door, was 

v^ys uppermdlt in his invagination, 

^(o inceffimtly iftepM in betwixt him 

^d'thc fitft balmy prefage of his repofe, 

as 'to rdb him, as he often declared, of 

jjicifi^hote fweets of it. 

^^Jf^en things move tfpon hadint^es^ janC 
p)ea(e your lordlhips, bow can^ it be other- 

iPray what's the matter ? Who is there ? 
cried my father, waking, the moment 

die door began to creak. 1 wifli the 

faoidi would give a peep at that confound- 
ed hinge. *Tis nothing, an* pleafe 

your honour, faid Trim^ but two mor- 
tars I am bringing in. They ffaank 

make a clatter with them.here, cried my 

Mfhtr haftily,^ ^ If Dr. Shp has any 

drugs 
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tdrugs to pound, let him do it jfl thp 

kitchen. — —May it pleafc your ^honpijrj 
cried Sriw, — they arc two naortar-pieces 
for a ii^ge next fuHimer, i^hichj have 
rbeen tnaking out of a pair pf jack-boot$> 
yfhkh.Ob/idiab tQldxne,your;bQnP4rhad 
left off wearing. ~—:By /heaven! qrie^ 
my iather,.fpringing out of his cbajr^,^^ 
he fwore, — iLhave not one appotntmenC 
bek>Bgiag to cne, which 1 fet fo mwh 
ftore by, as I do by thefe jack-boots^ 
— ^-tbcy were, our jgreat-grand^idifr's, 
brother jT%, — r-r-.they wqre.f&^miV^irjf. 
Then J fear, quoth, nay .uncle 7"%, 3i»p 
has cut off. the entail. — I Jbavjeoolycut 
off the tops, an' pleafe .your » honour, 
cried ffriw. — ^.I hate $^pcikiiies.2LS. m^ch 
as any man alive, .cried my .father, 
• — but thefe .jack-boots, continued he^ 
(finiligg, though very angry at the fame 
tisne) .have been in the family, hrothiSTft 
H 2 ^vet 
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ever firicc the civil wars ; Sir Roger 

Sbatufy wore them at the battle of Marftm- 
Moor.— I declare I would not have taken 
ten pounds for them. — I'll pay you the 
money, brother Sbamfy^ quoth my uncle 
^obyy looking at the two mortars with 
infinite pleafure, and putting his hand in- 
to his breeches-pocket, as he viewed them. 
— ril pay you the ten pounds this mo- 
ment witii all my heart and foul. 

Brother Taly^ replied my father, alter- 
ing his tone, you care not what money 
you diffipate and throw away, provided, 
continued he, 'tis but upon a siege.— 
Have I not a hundred and twenty pounds 
a year, befides my half-pay ? cried my 
uncle Toiy. — What is that, replied my 

father, haftily, to ten pounds for a 

pair of jack-boots ? — twelve guineas 

for yow pontoons j half as much for 

your 
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your jD«/ri&-draw-bridge; — to fay nothing 
of the train of little brafs-artillery you be- 
fpoke laft week, with twenty other pre* 
parations for the fiege of Meffina •, believe 
ihe, dear brother Toby^ continued my fa- 
ther, taking him kindly by the hand, -— 
thefe military operations of yours are 
above your ftrength ; — you mean well, 
brother, — but they carry you into greater 
expences than you were firft aware of, — 
and take my word,— dear I'ohyy they will 
in the end quite ruin your fortune, and 
make a beggar of you. — What fignifies 
it if they do, brother, replied my uncle 
Tobyy fo long as we know 'tis for the good 
of the nation. ^ --^ 

My father could not help fmiling for 
his foul ;— his anger at the worft was ne- 
ver more than a fpark,— and the zed and 
fimplicity of 7r/w, — and the generous 
H 3 tho' 



t n8 1 

(though hobby-horfical) gallantry of my 
vncic fdby^ brought him ittco petfeA good 
btotour with them in an.inftant^ 

Generous fouls ! — God prdfpcr yoq 
botht attd your mortar-pieces too, quoth 
my father to himfelf. 

CHAP. XXIH. 

ALL h quiet and buih, cried ihy 
father, at leaft above ftatrs, — I 
hear not one foot ftirring, — Prithee, 
3r/w, who is in thfe kitchen ? There is no 
one foul in the kitchen, anfwered Tr/w, 
making a low bow as he ^ke, except 
Dr. Slop. — Confufion ! cried my father, 
(getting up upon his legs a lecond ttshe) 
—not one fingle thing has gone right 
this day ! had I faith in aftrology, bro- 
ther, (which by the bye, my father had) 

I would 
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I would have fwom fomc retrograde phi- 
net was han^g over this unfortunate 
houfe of mine, and turning eiinery indi* 
vidual thing ^ it out of its place. — 
Why, I thought Dr. Skp had bcM above 
ftairs with my wife, and. fo faid you.-*^ 
What can the fellow be puzzlinjg aboiit 
in the kitdaen i •*- He is bufy, an^ pleaie 
your honour, replied Trim, in naaking a 
bridge. — 'Tls^ very obliging in him, 

quoth my uncle Jfl^ ; pray give ray 

humble fervice to Dr. 5^ yV/w, and tcU 
him I thank t»m heartily. 

You muft know, my uncle Toby mif- 
took the bridge as^ widely a^ my father 
miftook the momrs ; ^ — ^ but to under- 
ftand how my uocle To^ could miftake . 
the bridge, --r- 1 fear I muft give you an 
exaft account of the road wliich led to 

it; or to drop my metaphor, (for 

H 4 there 



[ 120 ] 

there Is nothing niore diflioneft in an hi(^ 
torian, than the ufe of one,) '— in or- 
der to conceive the probability of this cr* 
ror in my uncle Teiy aright, I muft give 
you fome account of an adventure of 
Trim'Sj though much againft my will. I 
fay much againft my will, only becaufe 
the ftory^ in one fenfe, is certainly out of 
its place here ; for by right it (hould come 
ID, either amongft the anecdotes of my 
uncle Tobyh amours with widow PFad^ 
tnan^ in which corporal Trim was no mean 
a6tor, — or elfe in the middle of his and 
my uncle Toby*^ campaigns on the bowl- 
ing green, — for it will do very well in 
either place, ; *-* but then if I refcrve it 
for either of thofe parts of my ftory, — I . 
ruin the ftory Fm upon, — and if I tell it 
here — I anticipate matters, and ruin it 
there. 

What 
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— What would your worQiips have 
me to do in this cafe ? 

—Tell it, Mr. Shandy y by all means. 
. You are a fool, Trijiram, if you do. 



O ye Powers ! (for powers ye are, 
and great ones two)— which enable mor- 
tal man to tell a ftory worth the hearing, 
—that kindly fhew him, where he is to 
be^ it, —and where he is to end it,— - 
what he is to put into it,— and what he. is, 

to leave out, how much of it he is to 

caft into Ihade, — and whereabouts he is 

to throw his light ! Yc, who preEdc 

over this vaft empire of biographical free- 
booters, and fee how many fcrapes and 
plunges your fubje<as Jiourly fall into ;— 
will you do one thing ? 



I beg iand bcfeech you, (in cafe you 

will 
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i^^ill do nothing better for us) that where- 
cver, in any part of your dominions it fo 
falls out, that three feyeral roads meet in 
one point, as they have done juft here, — 
that at leaft yoa fet up a guidb-poft, in 
the center of them, in mere charity to di- 
redt an uncertain devil, which of the tfetee 
he is to take. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

TH O' the fhocJk my uncle 7dy re- 
ceived the year after t!i6 demoli- 
tion of Dunkirk^ in- hi!! affair wJlh widow 
Wadmany had frxed him vet a fefelotieni, 
never more to thmk ef the fex,— ot of 
aught which belonged to it ;— yfet ^©fp^ 
ral rrim had made no ftieh bargam with 
himfelf. Indeed in my uncle ^^tf^ cafe 
there was a ftrange and unaccountable 
C'oncurrence of circumftances which in- 

fcnfibly 
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lehfibly drew him 'fn, to lay fiege t6 that 

ftiir and ftrong citadel, In TWw's cafe 

thcrcwasa^concurrence of nothing in the 
worfdi but of Fnm and Bridget in the kiis 
cfhen ; — - though in- trutlv, the love ariij 
Veneration he bore his mailer was fuch, 
atid h fond wdi he of itnitatihg him in 
all he did, th'it had my lincle Toiy em- 
plbyed his tinie and genius in tagging of 
pjjints, — — I ath perftraded the honeft 
ctn-poral would feid dci^ bi$ arrhsi and 
fotlowed his exaitipte with pleafure; 
Whleft theipefore my tmcfe 'i'dly fit A)wn 
before themiftrefs, — ^tbrporkl^rife incon- 
tinently took ground before the maid. 

Novlr, ttiy dear JHend Gltrrich >^«*f>^ 
I have h mucft caufe i6 'eflfeem and ho- 
n6fdr,— ^Whf, 6r i^'herefote, 'tis ho mat- 
tet) — can k efcape your penetration, -^ I 
defy It,— thit fo miny play-wrights, and 

opifice'f§ 
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c^Ificers of chit-chat have ever fince been 
working upon 7ni»*s and my uncle J^obf% 
pattern. — I care not what Artftotkj or 

PacwuiuSy or Bojfu^ or Ricaboni fay, 

(though I never read one of them) 

there is not a greater difference between 
a iingle-horie chair and madam Tompor 
dour^s vis a vis, than betwixt a fingle a- 
mour, and an amour thus nobly dou- 
bled, and going upon all four, prancing 
throughout a grand drama — Sir, a lim- 

pie, fingle, filly affair of that kindy 

is quite loft in five adb, but that is 

neither here or there. 

After a feries of attacks and rcpulfes in 
a courfe of nine months on my uncle To- 
i^^'s quarter, a moft minute account of 
every particular of which fliall be given 
in its proper place, my uncle Toly, ho- 
ncft man ! found it neceflary to draw off^ 

his 
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his forces, and raife the fiege fomewhat 
indignantly. 

Corporal Trim^ as I faid, had made no 

fuch bargain either with himfelf or 

.with any oneelfc, — the fidelity however 
of his heart not fuffering him to go into a 
hoofe which his mafter had forfaken with 

difguft, he contented himfelf with 

turning his part of the fiege into a blocks 

ade ; that is, he kept others oflT,— 

for though he never after went to the 
houfe, yet he never met Bridget in the vil- 
lage, but he would either nod or wink^ 
or fmile, or look kindly at her, — or (as 
circumflances direded,) he would ihake 

her by the hand, or alk her lovingly 

how Ihc did,— or would give her a rib- 
bon, and now and then, though ne- 

.ver but when it could be done with de- 
corum, would give Bridget a ' 

Pre- 
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Precifely in this fituation, did theft 
things ftand for five years 5 that is,froin 
the demolition of Dunkirk in the year 13, 
to the latter end of my uncle TJt^'s cam- 
paign in the year i^, which was about fix 
or ftven weeks beforethe timel'm fpeak- 
ing of. — WhenfWw, as his cuftom wa^^ 
after he had put my uncle ^dy to bed» 
going down one moon-^ihiny night to fee 
that every thing was pight at his fortifica- 
tions, in the lane &parated from the 

bowling-green with'flowering Ibrubs and 
holly, ^ lie efpied his 'Bridget. 

As the corporal thought there was no- 
thing in the world fo well worth fhewing 
as- the glorious -works which he and my 
uncle Toby had made, "^rim courteoufly 
and gallantly took her by the hand, and 
led her in : diis was not -done fo private- 
ly, but that thccfoul-mouth*d trumpet of 
4 Fame 
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Fame i^arried it from es^ to ear, till at 

length it reaoh'd Wy )fathcr's, with this 
untoward -Circumftanqe alor^ with it, 
<hiittpy.uncfc'5a5y's<:uiitous-draw-bridge, 
coriftf lifted -mid p^ifMrtd after the Duicb 
falhion, and which wwt quite oicrafs the 
ditehi-*^wras broke down, iand fome how 
or tJther :Crufli'd all rto /pieces rfiat very 
«igbc. 

rMy«£ither, as jpou ^havecobfenrod, bad 
JiP gce^t efteem for my uncle SToif^ 
heteby-hQffe,— lie thought it the moft ri- 
ilk^ulous hotffethat ever gentleman mount- 
^, and indeed uokfs my uncle Toly 
yMoi Mm. about ^it,'Cquld never think of 

it )Onoe, t without fmiling ^t it, fo 

diat it. never cooid get Ume or happen 
any mifchance, but it tickled my father's 
imagination beyond meafure; but this 
beiogaa accident) tnuchinoi:e to bis hu- 
mour 
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moor than any cme which had yet befall^ii 
it) it proved an inexhauftible fund of en* 

tcrtadnment to him. Well, but 

dear Toby ! my father would fay, do tell 
me (erioufly how this affair of the bridge 

happened. How can you teize me fo 

much about it? my uncle Toiy would 
reply, —I have told it you twenty times, 
word for word as Jrnw told it me. — Pri- 
thee, how was it then, corporal ? my fa- 
ther would cryj turning to yWw.— It was 
a mere misfortune, an' pleafe your ho- 
nour; 1 was ihewing Mrs. BrUgH 

our fortifications, and in going too near 
the edge of the fofle, I unfortunately 

flip'd in. Very well Trim ! my father 

would cry, — (fmiling myfterioufly, and 

giving a nod, but without inter-- 

rupting him) and being link'd 

faft, an' pleafe your honour, arm in arm 
with Mrs. Bru^ei^ I dragged her after 

mc. 
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me^by means of which (he fell backwards 

ibfs agaiafl: the bridge, ^ irid 3riWs 

foot, (my uncle Toiy would cry, taking 
the ftory out of his moudi) getting into 
the cuvette^ he tumbled full againft the 
bridge too. — It was a thousand to one, 
my unele Toly would add, that the poor 
fellow did not break his leg. — Ay truly ! 

my father would fay^ a limb is foon 

broke, brother Toiyi in fuch encounters. 
——And fo, an' pleafe your honour, the 
bridge, which your honour knows was a 
very flight one, was broke down betwixt 
us, and iplintered all to pieces* 

At other times, but efpecially when 
my uncle Toby was fo unfortunate as to lay 
4 fyllable about cannons, bombi or pe- 
tards, — my father would exhauft all the 
ftores of his eloquence (which indeed 
were very great) in a panegyric upon the 

Vol. III. I BAT- 
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BATTERiNG-iiAMs of the andctits, -*- the 

yinzA^lach jSexMder made ufe of at the 
fiegc of 73^^— • He would tell my uncle 
Toiy^ of the CATAPVLT^ of the Syrians, 
which threw liich monftrous Hones fo ma- 
ny hundred feet, and fliook the ftrongeft 
bulwarks from their very foundation ;<^he 
would go on and defcribe the wonderful 
mechanifm of the hallista, which Mar^ 
cellimu makes is^ much rout about,r-the 
terrible efibfts of the pyr aboli, — which 
caft fire»-«— -the danger of the terebr a 
and SCORPIO, which caftjaireiins. — Bur 
what are thefe, he would %, to the de- 
ftruftive machinery of corporal Trim? — 
Believe me^ brother Tabjy no bridge, or 
baftion, or ialiy port that ever was con* 
ftruffccd in thifrworid> can hold out againft 
liuch artillery. 

My uncle Jiiijr would never attempt 
I any 



[ i3« 3 

Any defence againft the force of this rldi- 

tule, but that of redoubling the vehe- 
mence of fmoaking' his pipe j in doing 
whichi he raifed fo denfe a vapour one 
hight after fupper, that it fet my father, 
*rho was a little phthifical, into a fuf^ 
focating iBt- of vidcnt coughing: my 
uncle '^oby fc^*d up without feeling the 
pain upon his groin^ — and^ with infinite 
pity, ftood befide his brother's chalr^ tap- 
ping his back- with one hand, and hold- 
ing his head with the other, and from 
time to time, wiping his eyes with a cl^an 
cambrick handkerchief, which he pull'd 

out of his pocket The affedtionaCe 

and endeariog manner in which m^ 
tjnclc ^ohj dki thcfe Kttle offices, — cut 
my father thro' his reins, for the pain he 
had juft been giving him. — ?- May my 
brains be knock'd out with a battering 
ram ojr a catapulta^^ I care not which* 
*" • -» la quoth 
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quoth my father to himfelf, if ever 

I infult this worthy foul more. 

CHAP. XXV. 

TH E draw-bridge being held irrcpa* 
rablc, Irim was ordered direftly to 

f« about another, but not upon the 

fame model j for cardinal Jlberoni^i in- 
trigues at that time being difcovered, 
and my uncle 7'cly rightly forefecing that 
a flame would inevitably break <Jut be- 
twixt Spaitt and the Empire, and that the 
operations of the enfuing campaign muft 
in all likelihood be cither in Naples or 
Sicify^ — _ he determined upon an ItaUait 
bridge, — (my uncle Tebyt by the bye, 
was not far out in his conjeftures) — 
but my father, who was infinitely the 
better politician, and took the lead as far 
of my uncle fo^j' in the cabinet, as my 

vncle 
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uncle ^ohy took it of him in the field, -— 
convinced him, that if the King o^ Spain 
and the Emperor went together by the 
cars, that England and France and Hoi- 
land muft, by force of their pre-engage- 

ments, all enter the lifts too % and if 

{oy he would fay, the combatants, bro* 
ther Telyy as fure as we are alive, will 
iall to it again, pelUmell, upon the old 

prize-fighting ftage oi Flanders \ then 

what wil) you do with your Italian bridge i 

. —We will go on with it then, upon 
the old model, cried my uncle Toly. 

When corporal TWffli had about half 
finifhed it in that ftile,— ^my unclt^oly 
found out a captal defeft in it, which he 
had never thoroughly confidered before. 
It. turned, it feems, upon hinges at both 
eqds of it^ owning in the middle, one 
I 3 Mf 
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half of which turning to one fide of the 
fo0e, and the other, to the other; the ad- 
vantage (rf^whioh ¥raa this, that by divi4- 
ii\g the weight of $he bridge into two 
equal port^ns, k impowered my uncle 
Toiy to raife it up or let it down with the 
end of his cruich, and with one hand^ 
which, ashisgarrilon warwcak, wnL%^ 
much as be could well i^are, -^ but the 
difad vantages of fucb a conftn^ion were 

ihfurmountable, • for by this me^uu^ 

he would fay, I leave one half of my 
bridge in my enemy's poffcflioni— and 
pray of what ui^ is the other? 

The natural leqoedy for this, was no 
doubt to have his bridge faft only at one 
end with hinges, h that the whple migh( 
b^ lifted up together, and ftand bok up- 
right, but that was rejected {<^ t^^ 

roftfon given above. 

For 
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For a whole week after he was deter- 
jnkied in his mtxid to have one of that 
paiticukr conftruAicm which is made 
to draw back horizontally, to hinder a 
pa0age ; and to thruft forwards agai n to 
^ain a paflage, — — of which ibrts your 
worfhips might have ieen three famous 
Dm» at Spk"^ before ks deftrudiMi,— ^and 

one now at Brifa^^ if I miftake not-, • 

but my father advifing my uncle Toiy^ 
with great earneftnefs, to have nothing 
more to do with thruftihg bridges^ — and 
my uncle forefeeing moreover that It 
would but perpetuate the mcmdry of the 
corporal's misfortune, — he changed his 
mind, for that of the marquis ^HipitaH 
invention^ which the younger BemouSIi 
has fo weU and learnedly defcribed, as youf 
wor&ips may fee, — ..^S. Emd. Lifs.^ am 
1 695,**^ to theie a lead weSght is an-eter^ 
oal ballance, and keeps watcfo sis weU as a 
I 4 couple 
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couple of cendnelsy inafinudi as the con* 
ftru&ion of them was a curve-line ap- 
pro3dmating to a cycloid, — if not a cy? 
cloid idelf. 

My uncle T0ly underftood the nature 
of a parabola as well as any man in Efig^ 
lanJj — but was not quite fuch a mafter of 
the cycloid; — he talked however about it 
every day ; the bridge went not for- 
wards. ——We'll aflc fomebody about \t^ 
cried my uncle Toly to Trim. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

WHEN Trimczmt in and told my 
father, that Dr. Slop was in the 
kitchen, and bufy in making a bridge^-— 
my uncle Jciy^ — the affair of the jack- 
boots having juft then raifed a train of 
military ideas in his brain^ — took it in- 

ftantly 
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ftantly for granted that Dr. Slof was mak- 
ing a model of the marquis iPHopitaPs 

bridge. 'Tis very obliging in him, 

quoth my uncle ^olyi pray give my 

bumble fervice to Dr. Slpp^ Trim^ and tell 
bim I thank him heartily- 
Had my uncle Toly\ head been a Sa- 
voyaT$% box, and my father peeping in all 

the time at one end of it, it could 

fiot have given him a more diftinA con-* 
ception of the operations in my uncle 
J^ohf% imagination, than what he had ; 
fo notwithftanding the catapulta and bat- 
tering-ram, and his bitter imprecation 
about them, he was juft beginning to tri- 
umph.—— 

When THw's anfwer, in an inftant^ 
tore the laurel from his brows, and 
twifted it to pieces. 

CHAP. 
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I ^ CHAP. XXVII. 

— — /Trt HIS unfortunate draw-bridge 
X of yourS| <)uoth my father — 
God blefs your honour, cri^d Trim^ 'tis a 
bridge for mailer's nofe. — —In bring- 
ing him into the world with his vile.in- 
ftruments, he has cruih'd his no&, Su- 
fatmah fays, as flat as a pancake to hb 
face, and he is making a falfe bridge with 
a piece of cotton and a thin piece of 
whalebone out of Sufamab^^ ftays, to 
raife it up. 



-Lead me, brother I'oby^ cried 



toy father, to my room this inftant. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIIl. 

FR O M the firfl: moment I fat down 
to write my- life for the amu&ment 
of the world, and my opinions for its in- 
ftriidtiQn, has a cloud inlenfibly beea 

gathefing over my father. A tide of 

little evil$ and diftrefles has been fetting 

in againft him. -Not one thing, as he 

obferved himfelf, has gone right: ^nd 
now is the fliorm thickened, and going to 
break, and pour down fuU upon hif 
bead. 

I enter upon this part of my ftory in 
the moft penfive and melancholy frame 
of mind, that ever fympathetic breaft 
was touched widi. My nerves re- 
lax a« I tell it —Every line I wricc, 

I feel an abatement of the quicknefs of 

niy 
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fny pulfe, and of that carelefi alacrity 
with it, which every day of my life 
prompts me to fay and write a thouland 
things I fliould not. And this mo- 
ment that I laft dipp'd my pen into my 
ink, I could not help taking notice what 
a cautious air of fad compofure and ib- 
Icninity 'there appeared in my manner of 

doing it. Lord! how different from 

the rafli jerks, and hare-brain*d Iquirts 
thou art wont, Triftram! to tranfaft it 

with in other humours, dropping thy 

pen, — fpurting thy ink about thy table 

and thy books j as if thy pen and thy 

ink, thy books and thy furniture coft 
thee nothing. 



I 



CHAP. XXIX. 

W O N*T go about to argue the 
point with you, — ^*tis ifo, — and 

lam 
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I am perfuaded of , madam, as much 
as can be, ^* That both man and woman. 
••^ bear pain or forrow, (and, for aught I 
•* kilow, pleafurc too) beft in a horizon* 
•* tal pofition.** 

Th6 moment my father got up into 
his chambef, he threw himfelf proftratc 
acrofs his bed in the wildeftdiforder ima- 
ginable, but at the fame time, in the moft 
lamentable attitude of a man borne down 
with forrows, that ever the eye of pity 

dropped a tear for.- The palm of his 

right hand, a£ he fell upon the bed, re- 
ceiving his forehead, and covering the 
greateft part of both his eyes, gendy funk 
down with his head (his elbow givings 
way backwards) till his nofe touched the 

quilt; his left arm hung infenfible 

* oter the fide of the bed, his knuckles re- 
dining upon the handle of the chamber 

pott 
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pot, which peep'd out beyond the va- 
lance,— his right leg (his left being^ 
drawn up towards his body) hung half 
over the fide of the bed, the edge of it 
preifing upon his fliin-bone.— ^--He felt 
it not. A fix*d, infle^cible forrow took 
pofTeflion of every luje of his face.-«-Hc 
figh'd oncc,^ — heaved his bread often^— 
l?ut uttcr*d not a word. 

An old fct-ftitchM chair, valanced and 
fringed around widi party-colour'd wor- 
Aed bobs, flood at the bed's head, oppo^ 
fite to the fide where my fatlier's head re* 

dined. My uncle Toiy fat him dowrt 

in it. 

Before an affliftion is digefted, ^ 

Confolation ever comes too foon-,-- — and 
after It is digefted, — it comes too late : 
fo that you fee, madam, there is but a 

mark 
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mark between thefe two, as &m alanft 
as a hair, for a comforter to take aim at : 
my uncle 7*^ was always either on thia 
fide, or on that of it, and would often &y^ 
He believed in his heart, he could as foon 
hit the longieude ; for this reafon, when 
he fat down in the chair, he drew the cur- 
tain a little forwards, and having a^ear 
a€ every one's fcfvice,— ^he pull*d out 

a cambrick handkerchief^ gave a low 

figh, but held hb peace. 

CHAP. XXX. 

•— " ^L L is not gain Piat is got in^ 

" to tbi furfir So that 

notwithftanding my father had the hap* 
pinefs of reading the oddeft books in the 
univcrle, and had moreover, in himfelf, 
the oddefl: way of thinking, that ever 

mail 
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man in it was blefs'd with, yet it had this 
drawback upon him after all,*— ~that it 
laid him open to fome of the oddeft and 
moft whimfical diftrefles i of which this 
particular one which he funk under at 
prefent is as ftrong an example as can be 
given. 

No doubt^ the breaking down of thi 
bridge of a child's nofe, by the edge of i 
pair of forceps, — however fcientifically 
applied,- — would vex any man in the 
world, who was at fo much pains in be- 
getting a child, as my father was,— ^ 
yet it will not account for' the extrava- 
gance of his afHi£lion, or will it juflify 
the unchriftian manner he abandoned and 
furrender'd himfelf up to it. 

To explain this, I mull leave him upon 

the 
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the bed for half an hour,— and my 
good unch. Toiy in his old fringed chair 
fitting befide him. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

.— T THINK it a very, unreafon- 

X able demand, cried my great 

grandfather, twitting up the paper, and 

throwing it upon the table. By this 

account, mad^m, you have bgt two thou- 
fand pounds fortune, and not a (hilling 

more, and you infift upon having 

three hundred pounds a year jointure for 



— ** Becaufe," replied my great grand- 
mother, " you have little or no nofe, 
« Sir/' , 

Now, before T venture to make ufe 
YoL. III. K of 
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of the word Nofe a fecond time^ — to 
avoid all confuflon in what will be faid 
upon it, in this interefting part of my 
ftory, it may not be amifs to explain my 
own meaning, and define, with all poflible 
exaftnefs and precifion, what I would 
willingly be underftood to mean by the 
term : being of opinion, that *tis owing 
to the negligence and perverfenefs of 
writers, in defpifing this precaution, and 
to nothing elfe, That all the polemi- 
cal writings in divinity, are not as clear 
and demonftrative as thofe upon a Willo^ 
the Wtfp^ or any other found part of phi- 
lofophy, and natural purfuit ; in order to 
which, what have you to do, before you 
fet out, unlefs you^intend to go puzzling 

on to the day of judgment, -but to 

give the world a good definition, and 
Hand to it, of the main word you have 
moft occafion for,~ changing it, Sir, as 

you 
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you would a guinea, into fmali coin ? — 

which done, — ^let the father of confufion 

puzzle you, if he can ; or put a different 

idea either into your head, or your 

itader's head, if he knows how. 

In books of drift moriidfty and cloic 
reafoningy fuch as this I am eng^d 
in,*— the negieft is inexcufabk ; and hea- 
vea is witne&, how the world has re*^ 
venged iticlf upon me for leaving fb 
many openings to equivocal ftriAures^-— 
and for depending fo much as I have 
done, all along, upon the cleanlinefs of 
my read^s imaginations. 



Here are two fenies, cried JE«- 

gmusj as we walk'd along, pointing with 
the fore finger of his right hand to the 
word Crevice J in theiifty-fecond page of 
the ftcond volume of this book of books, 
K 2 — here 
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'—here are two fenfes, quoth he.-— i* 

And here are two roads, replied I, turn- 
ing fliort upon him,~-a dirty and a 

clean one, which fliall we take?— — 

The clean, — by all means, replied £«- 
genius. ^EugeniuSj faid I, ftepping before 
him, and laying my hand upon his 
breaft, — ^ to define — is to diftruft.— * 
Thus I triumphed over Eugenius ; but I 
triumphed over him as I always do, like a 

fiool. 'Tis my comfort however, I am 

jfiot an obftinate one ; therefore 

'1 '. ' 

I define a nofc, as follows,— intreat- 
ing only beforehand, and befeeching my 
readers, both male and female, of what 
age, complexion, and condition ibever, 
for the love of God and their own fouls, 
to guard againil the temptatibns and 
fuggeftions of the devil, and fuffer him 
by no art or wile to put any other ideas 

into 
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into their minds, than what I put Into my 

definition. For by the wordJV^/?, 

throughout all this long chapter of nofes, 

and in every other part of my work, 

where the word Nofe occurs,— I declare, 

by that word I mean a Nofe, and nothing 

more, or lefe. 

« 

CHAP. XXXII. 



" r> E C A U S £,'• quoth my 

J3 great grandmother, repeat- 
ing the words again, — " you have 
•* little or no nofe. Sir"— — 

S'death! cried my greatgrandfather, 
clapping his hand upon his nofe, — ^t\i 
not fo fmall as that comes to •,— 'tis a full 

inch longer than my father's. Now, 

my great grandfather's nofe, was for all 
K 3 the 
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the world like unto the nofes of all the 
men, women, and children, whom P/oh 
tagrud found dwelling upon the liland of 

Eknasin. By the way, if yoa would 

know the ftrange way of getting a-kiri 

amongft iQ flatnofcd a people, you 

muft read the book •, — find it out your- 
fdf, you never can.— — 

* Twas fhaped. Sir, like an ace of 
clubs. 

— — ^'Tis a full inch, continued niy 
great grandfather, prefling up the ridge 
of his nofe with his finger and thumb; 

and rq^eating liis afiertion, 'tis a full 

inch longer, madam, than my father's — • 
You muft mean your uncle's, replied my 
great grandmother. 

My 
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My great grandfather was con- 
vinced. — He unti/vifted the paper, and 
figned the article. 

CHAP. XXXIIL 

—— XT 7 HAT an unconfcionablc 
yy jointure, my dear, do we 
pay out of this fmall eftate of ours, 
quoth my grandmother to my grand- 
father. 

My father, replied my grandfatter^ 
had no more hofe, my dear, faving the 
mark, than there is lupon the back of my 
hand.— - 

—Now, you muft know, that my 
great grandmother outlived my grand- 
father twelve years ; fo that my father 
K 4 had 



had the jointure to pay, a hundred and 
fifty pounds half yearly — (on JMicbaeW 
mas and Lady day) — ^* during all that 
time. 

# 
No man difcharged pecuniary obliga- 
tions with a better grace than my fa- 
ther. And as far as the hundred 

pounds went, he would fling it upon the 
table, guinea by guinea, with that fpirit- 
cd jerk of an honefl: welcome, which ge- 
nerous fouls, and generous fouls only, are 
able to fling down money : but as ibon as 
ever he enter'd upon the odd fifty,— he 
generally gave a loud Hem! — rubb*d the 
fide of his nofe leifurely with the flat part 
of his fore finger, — inierted his hand 
cautioufly betwixt his head and the rawl 
of his wig,— looked at both fides of every 
guinea, as he parted with it,— and feldom 

could 
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could get to the end of the fifty poundsi 

without pulling out his handkerchief, 

and wiping his temples. 

Defend me, gracious heaven! from 
thofe perfecuting fpirits who make no aU 
lowances for thefe workings within us.— 
Never, — O never may I lay down in their 
tents, who cannot relax the engine, and 
feel pity for the force of education, and 
the prevalence of opinions long derived 
from anceftors ! 

For three generations at leaft, this ie- 
Tiet in favour of long nofes had gradually 

been taking root in our family. 

Tradition was all along on its fide, and 
Interest was every half year ftepping 
in to flrengthen it ; fo that the whimfi- 
cality of my father's brain was far from 

having 
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having the whole honour of this, as it had 
of aimoft all his other ftrangc notions. — 
For in a great meafure he might be fait) 
to have fuck*d this in, widi his mother's 

milk. He did his part however. If 

education planted the miftake, (in cafe it 
was one) my father watered it, and ri- 
pened it to perfeftiom 

He woukl often declare, in (peaking 
his thoughts upon the fubjed, that he 
did not conceive how the greateft family 
in England could ftand it out againft an 
uninterrupted fucceffion of fix or feven 
Ihort nofes.— And for the contrary rea- 
fon, he would generally add. That it 
muft be one of the greateft problems in 
civil life, where the fame number of long 
and jolly nofes following one another 
in a dired line, did not raife and hoift it 

2 up 
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up into die beft vacancies in the king<* 

dom. He would often boaii: that the 

Shandy family rankM very high in king 
Harry the Vlllth's time, but owed itt 
rife to no ftate engine, — he woukl lay,--^ 
but to that only 5 — but that, like other 
families, he would add, — it had felt the 
turn of the wheel, and had never reco- 
vered the blow of my great grandfather's 

nofe. It was an ace of clubs indeed, 

he would cry, fhaking his head, and 

as vile a one for an unfortunate familf, 
as ever turn'd up trumps. 

—Fair and foftly, gentle reader! 
i—— where is thy fancy carrying thee? 
—If there is truth in man, by my 
great grandfather's nofe, I mean the ex- 
ternal organ of fmelling, or that part of 
man which ftands prominent in his face^ 

and 
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—and which painters fay, in good jolly 
nofes and well-proportioned faces, (hould 
comprehend a full third, — that is, ' mea- 
furing downwards from the fetting on of 
the hair. • 

—What a life of it has an author, 
at this pafs ! 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

IT is a Angular blefling, that nature 
has formed the mind of man with the 
fame happy backwardnefs and renitency 
againft conviftion, which isobfervedin old 
dogs, — --" of not learning new tricks." 

What a (huttlecock of a fellow would 
the greateft philofopher that ever exift- 
cd, be whiflc'd into at once, did he read 

fuch 
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fuch booksy and obferve fuch fads, and 

think fuch thoughts, as would eternally 

be making him change fides ! 

Now, my father, as I told you laft 
year, detefted all this.— He pick'd up an 
opinion. Sir, as a man in a ftate of nature 
picks up an apple.— Icbecomes his own, — 
^nd if he is a man of fpirit, he would lofc 
his life rather than give it up. — — . 

I am aware, that Bidius the great civi- • 
lian, will conteft this pointy and cry out 
againft me. Whence comes this man's 
right to this apple? ex confejfo^ he will 
fay, things were in a ftate of na- 
ture. —The apple, as much Frank*s apple, 
as Jobn\. Pray, Mr. Shandy^ what pa- 
tent has he to fliew for it ? and how did 
it begin to be his ? was it, when he fet 

his 
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Ilia heart i^pon it £ or when he gathered 
it? or when he chew'd it? or whc&he 
roafted it? or when he peel'd ? or when 
he brought it home ? or when he digeft- 

cd ? or when he ? . For 

'tis plain. Sir, if the firft picking up of 

the apple, made it not his, that no 

fublequent aft could. 

Brother Didius J Tribmtu will anfwer, — 
(now Tribonius the civilian and church 
» lawyer's beard being three inches and a 
half and three eighths, longer than Di- 
dim his beard, — Vm glad he takes up the 
cudgels for me, fo I give myfclf no fur- 
ther trouble about the anfwer.) — Brother 
Didius^ Tribonius will fay, it is a decreed 
cafe, as you may find it in the fragments 
of Gregorius and Hermogenesh codes, and 
in all the codes from Jufiinunf^ down to 

the 
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the codes of Louis and Des Eaux^ — That 

the fweat of a man's brows, and the ex- 
fudations of a man's brains, are as much 
a man's own property, as the breeches 

upon his baekfide ; which faid exlia- 

dations, &f. being dropp'd upon the 
iaid apple by the labour of finding it, and 
picking itup ; and being mgreovcr in- 
diifolubly wafted, and as indiiToIubly an- 
nexed by the picker up, to the thing 
IHck'd up, carried home, roafted, peel'd^ 
eaten, digefted, and fo on ; 'tis evi- 
dent that the gatherer of the apple, in ib 
doing, has mix'd up fomcthing which 
was his own, with the apple which was 
not his own, by which means he has ac- 
quired a property ; — or, in other words, 
the apple is JoW% apple» 

By the fame learned chain of reafon- 

ing 
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ing my father ftood up for all his opi- 
nioDS : he had fpared no pains in pick- 
ing them up, and the more they lay out 
of the common way, the better ftill was 

his title. No mortal claim'd them : 

they had coft him moreover as much la- 
bour in cooking and digefting as in the 
cafe above, lb that they might well and 
truely be faid to be his own goods and 

chatdes. Accordingly he held fall by 

'cm, both by teeth and claws, would 

fly to whatever he could lay his hands 

on, and in a word, would intrench 

and fortify them round with as many cir- 
cumvallations and breaft-works, as oiy 
uncle Toly would a ciudel. 

There was one plaguy rub in the way 

of this, the icarcity of materials to 

make any thing of a defence with, in cafe 

of 
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6f a fmart attack ; inafmuch as few men 
of great genius had exerciled their parts 
in writing books upon the fubjed of 
great nofcs : by the trotting of my lean 
horfe^ the thing is incredible ! and I am 
quite loft in my underftanding when I 
am cbnfidering what a treafure of pre- 
cious time and talents together has been 

wafted upon worfe fubjedts; and how 

many millions of books in all languages^ 
and- in all poffible types and bindings, 
have been fabricated upon points, not half 
fo much tending to the unity, and peace- 
making of the world. What was to be . 
had, however, he fet the greater ftorc 
by 'y and though my father would ok* 
times fport with my uncle Toiy's li- 
brary, which, by the bye, was ridi- 
culous enough, — yet at the very fame 
time be did it, he coUeded every book 
Vol. IIL L and 
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and treatife which had been fyftematicaflf 
wrote upon nofes, with as much care as 
my honeft uncle Toiy had done tkoTe up- 
on milttary architedure. — -'Tis true, a 
much lefs table would haye held them,— 
but that was not thy tranfgreffion, "mj 
dear unde. 

Here, but why here,- rather 

than in any other part of my ftoiy, 

I am not able to telU — rbut here it 
15, — ^my heart (lops me to pay to 
•thee, my dear unde STp^, once for dJ, 
the tribute I owe thy goodnels. — rHeie 
let me thruft my chair afide, and kneel 
down upon the ground, whilft I sm 
pouriog forth the warmefl ieptinoents 
of lov« for thee, and vaieration for 
the cfxdlenoy ct thy charadter, that 
«ver Tiitue and iiature kindled in a 

nephew's 
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nephew's bofom. teacc and com- 

furt reft for evermore upon thy head ! — 

Thou envied'ft.no man's comforts, 

infuited'ft no man's opinions. — —Thou 

bkckefied'ft no n»n*s charader^— r • 

devoured'ft ne man's bread : gently 
with -faiehful Trim behind thee, didft 
thou flmble round the little circle of 
thy pleafuroS) jollling no creature in 
ihy w^ s — ^ for each one's fervice, 
thou hadft a tear, - — ^ for each man's 
ti^^^i thou hadft a fhiUing. 

Whilft I am worth one, to pay a 

weeder, thy path from thy door to 

thy bowling green ftiall never be grown 
up. — -Whiift there is a rood, and a 
half ctf" land in the Shandy family, thy 
fortifications, my dear uncle Toiy^ fhaU. 
never be demolifh'd. 

L 2 CHAP. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

MY iather's colledion was not great, 
but to make amends, it was curi* 
ous; and confequendy, he was Ibmetime 
in making it; he had the groat good for- 
tune however to fet off well, in getting 
BrufcambiUeh prologue upon long nofes^ 
almoft for nothing, — ^for he gave no more 
for Brufcamiilk than three half crowns; 
owing indeed to the ftrong fanq^ which 
the ftalNman faw my father had for the 
book the moment he laid his-hands upon 

it. There are not three Brufcumbilles in 

Cbrijiendom, laid theftall-man, except 

what are chain'd up in the libraries of the 
curious* My father flung down the mo- 
ney as quick as lightening, — took Bruf- 

€atnbilk into his boibm, hyed home 

fron^ 
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from Piccadilly to Coleman-firect with it, as 

he would have hyed home with a treafure, 

without taking his hand once off from 

Brufcambille all the way. 

: To thofe who do not yet know of which 

gender Brufcambille is, inafmuch as a 

prologue upon long nofes might eafily be 
done by either,— —'twill be no objedHon 
againft the (imile,— to fey. That when my 
father got home, he folaced himfelf with 
Brufcambille after the manner, in which, 
*tis ten to one, your worfhip folaced your* 

fclf widi your firft miftrefs, that is, 

from morning even unto night: which by 
the bye, how delightful foe ver it may prove 
to the inamorato, — is of little, or no en- 
tertainment at all, to by-ftariders, — Take 
notice, I go no farther with the fimile,-- • 
my father's eye was greater than bis 
L 3 appetite, 
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appetite, ~his zealgreaier tfatan his kno«>* 
ledge, he cooM -^his aflfeaioni be- 
came divided, he got hold of Frig^ 

nitZy — purchafed 5!prftferir5, Andrea-^ar^-^ 
usy Boucbet^s Evening Conferences, and 
above all, the great and learned /ft^^/f 
Slawkenbergius'y of which, as 1; fhali have 

much to fay by and bye, 1 will % 

nothing now. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

OF all the trafts my father was at' the 
pains to procuYe and ftudy infup- 
port of his hypothefis, there was not any 
one wherein he felt a- more cruel- di&p- 
pointment at firft, than in the celebrated 
dialogue between Pampbagus and CotleSy 
written by the chafte pen of the great and 
venerable Erafmus^ upon the various- ufes* 

and 
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and fealbnable applications of loag^ no{es. 

Now don't le€ Sat^n, my dear girly 

in this chapter^ take advantage of aay one 
^jpot of rifing^ground to gee aftride of 
your imaginationy if you can any ways 
help it; or if he is fo nimble 2& toflip 
on, let me beg of you, libe an un- 
backed filly, to frijk if J tojquirtit^ to jump 
itj to rear it^ to bound it^ — and to kick it^ 
with long kicks andjhart kicksy till like 
Tickietoby^s mare, you break a ftrap 
or a crupper, and throw his worfhip 

into the dirt. You need not kill 

him. 



-And pray who was T'ickletoiy^s 



mare ? — *tisjuft as difcreditable andun- 
fcholar-like a queftion, Sir, as to have 
alked what year (ab urb. con,) the fecond 
Punic war broke out. — WhowasTiV^/f- 
L 4 . toby^s 
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toif^ marc! — ^Read> read, read, read, my 
unlearned reader! read,— or by the know- 
ledge of the great feint Paraktpomenon — - 
I tell you before-hand, you had better 
throw down the book at once; for without 
mucbreadingj by which your reverence 
knows, I mean, much knowledge, you 
will no more be able to penetrate the 
moral of the next marbled page(motly 
emblem of my work!) than the world 
with all its fagacity has been able to un- 
raval the many opinions, tranfa£tions and 
truths which ftill lie myftically hid under 
the dark veil of the black one* 



CHAP. 
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C HA P. XXXVII. 

«« 'KTJHIL me pcenitet bujus nafi^^ 

■^^ Q^oxSxT?amphagus\ — that is, 

•* My nofe has been, the making of me/' 

" tJectft cur pcenittat^^ mp\\t% Cocks \ 

that is, " How the duce fbould fuch a 

nofe fail?'* 

The dodtrine, you fee, was laid down 

by Erafmus^ as my. father wifhed itj with 

the utmoft plainnefs; but my father's dif- 

appointment was, in finding nothing more 

from fo able a pen, but the Ijare fadt it- 

felf; without any of that jpeculativc fub- 

tilty or ambidexterity of argumentation 

upon it, which heaven had beftow*d upon 

. man on purpofe to inveftigate truth and 

fight for her on all fides. — — My father 

pifli'd and pugh'datfirft moft terribly, — 

'tis worth fomething to have a good 

name. As the dialogue was of E^afmus^ 

my father foon c^ameto himfclf, and read 

, ^ iC 
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it over and over again with great appli- 
cation, ftudying every word and every 
fyllable of it tbro' and ifaro' in its moft 
ftrift and litersd interpretation,— he cooled 
ftill make nothing of it, that way. May- 
haps there is more meant, than is iaid m 
it, quoth my father. — Learned men, bro-^ 
ther Toiy^ ddn't Write dialogues upon 
long nofcs for nothing.— —1*11 ftudy the* 

myftic and the allegoric fenfe, ^herc is 

fome room to turn a man's felf in,brothen 

My father read on. 

Now, I find it needful to inform your 
reverences and worfhips, that belides the 
many nautical ufes of long nofks enume- 
rated by Erafmus^ the dialogift affirctieth 
that a long nofe is not without its domef- 
tic conveniences alfo, for that in a cafe 
of diftrefs,— and for v^ant of a pair of bel- 
lows, it will do excellently ^tW^adeMcUM' 

iumfocumj (to flir up the (ire.) 

Nature 
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Nature had been prodigal in her ^fts to 

my father beyond meaiurc* and had Town 
the feeds of verbal criticifm as deep with- 
in him, as ihe had done the feeds o£ all 
either knowledge, — fo th^ he had got out 
his penknife^ and wa3 trying experiments 
upon the fenfience, to fee il he could nol 
fcratch fome bctterfenfe into it.— Fvcgot 
within a fingle letter, brother 7i^, cried 
my father, of Er^z/ivr^ hismyftic meaa^ 
ing,— You are near enough, brother, rc^ 
plied my uncle, in all confcience, ■ 
Pfhaw! cried n^y father, fcratching on^-r- 
I might as well be feven miles off. — rv« 

done itj faid my father, fnapping hfs 

fingers.— See, my dear brother 5n?i^, hovr 
I have mended the fcnle,— But y»u have 
marr'd a word, replied my uncle S'^.— . 
Myfarfier put on his fpedadcs^— bit his 
lipj-^-and tore out the leaf in: a^pafifoni ' 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 

OSlawkenbergius ! thou faithful ana- 
lyzer of my Difgrdzias^ thou 

fad foreteller of fo many of the whips and 
fliort turns, which in one ftage or other 
of my life have come flap upon me from 
the fliortnefs of my nofe, and no other 

Caufe, that I am confcious of. Tell 

me, Slawkenbergm f what fccret impulfc 
was it ? what intonation of voice? whence 
came it? how did it found in thy ears?— 
art thou fure thou heard'ft it? — which 
firft cried out to thee, •'—go, — go. Slaw- 
kenbergius! dedicate the labours of thy 
life, — neglcft thy paftimes, — call forth 
all the powers and faculties of thy nature, 
— macerate thyfelf in the fervice of 
mankind, and write a grand folio for 
them, upon the fubjeft of their nofes. 

How 
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How the commun.ication was conveyc4 

into SJawkeniergiufs fcnforium, ^ fo 

that Slawkenbergius ihould knqw whofe 

finger touched the key, and whofe 

hand it was that blew the bellows, . 

as Haf en Slawkentergius h?is been dead and 
laid in his grave above fourfcore and ten 
years, we can only raife conjeftures. 

Slawkenbergius was play*d upon, for 
aught I know, like one of lVbitfield*% 

difciples, that is, with fuch a diftin6t 

intelligence, Sir, of which of the two 
mafters it was, that had been praftifing 

upon his injlrument^ as to make all 

reafoning upon it ncedlefs. 

For in the account which Hafen 

Slawkenbergius gives the world of his mo- 
tives and occafions for writing, and 
fpending fo many years of his life upon 
I this 
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this one work. — ^Towards the end ^f his 
prolegomena, which by the bye ftiowld 
have come firft, -7— but the bookbindtf 
has moft injudicioufly placed it betwixt 
the analitical contents of the book, and 
the book itfelf,-*'— -he informs his reader, 
that ever fmce he had arrived at the dge 
of difcernment, and was able to fit down 
coolly, and confider within himfelf the 
true Hate and condition of man, and dif- 
tinguilh the main end and defign of his 
being ; — — or, — to fhortcn my tranf-* 
lation, for Slaitkenkergm's book is in 
Latinj and not a little prolix in this paf^ 
fage,— ^ever fincel underftood, quoth 
Slawkenbergius^ anything, — -^or rather 

what was wbat^ and could perceive 

that the point of long nofes had been too 
loofely handled by all who had gone be* 

fore; have I, SlawkenkrgiuSy felt a 

ftreng impulfe, with a mighty and an un- 

refiftiblc 
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refiftible call within me, to gird up my* 
felf to this undertaking. 

And todo juftice to SlawkeiiiirgiuSj he 
has entered the lift with a ftronger lance, 
and taken a much larger career in it, than 
any one man who had ever entered it 

before him, and indeed, in many pc- 

fpe&s, deferves to be en-nicb^d^sd. proto- 
type for all writers, of voluminous works 
at leail, to model their books by,*— -*for 
he has taken in. Sir, the whole fubje£t|— - 
examined every part of it, MakSidly^-^ 
then brought it into full day ; dilucidat- 
ing it with all the light which either the 
coUifion of his own natural parts could 
ftrike,— ~or the profqundeft knowledge 
of the fciencqs had impowered him to 
caft upon it,~— ^rollatiing, collefting and 
compiling, — begging, borrowing, and 
ftealing, as he went along^ all that bad 
3 been 
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been wrote or wrangled thereupon in the 
ichools and porticos of the karned : fo that 
Slawkenbergius his book may properly be 
confidered, not only as a model, — but as 
a thorough-ftitch'd DIGEST and regular 
inftitute ofnofes 5 comprehending in it, all 
that is, or can be needful to be known 
about them. 

For this caufe it is, that I forbear to 

fpeak of fo many ( otherwife ) valuable 

books and treatiies of my father's coUedb- 

* ing, wrote either, plump upon nofes, — 

or collaterally touching themj fuch 

for inftance as Prignitz^ now lying upon 
the table before me, who with infinite 
learning, and from the moft candid and 
fcholar-like examination of above four 
thoufand different fkulls, in upwards of 
twenty charnel houfes in Silefia^ which he 
had rummaged, — has informed us, that 

the 
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the menfuration and configuration of the 

offeous or boney parts of human nofes,in 
any given traft of country, except Crim 
Tartary^ where they are all cruOi'd down 
by the thumb, fb that no. judgment can be 
formed upon them,—— are much nearer 
alike, than the world imagines; ~— • the 
difierence amongll them, being, he fays; 
a mere trifle, not worth taking notice of, 
—but that the fize and jollity of every 
individual nofe, and by which one nofe 
ranks above another, and bears a higher 
price, is owing to the cartilagenous and 
mufcular parts of it, into whofe duAs and 
finufes the blood and animal fpirits being 
impeird, and driven by the warmth and 
force of the imagination, which is but a 
ftep from it, (bating the cafe of ideots, 
whom PrignUzj who had lived many 
years in Turfy^ fuppofes under the more 
immediate tutelage of heaven) — it fo 
Vol. III. M hap^ 
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&4>pens,.^d ever mi^ &ys PrigiiSbs^ 
d»c die excdlencf «f the nofe is in a <!&<* 
Mft amhmotiad prafioitkm t» dieexxsd* 
kncy of die wearer's fitticy^ 

it is for die iaflierea(oQ» diat is, be** 
cauie'ds all comprehended in SkmkM- 
kergks^ diat I fiqr Bodiiiig likewife tiS 
Scrcfdems (Afdna) who all die world 
knows, let hamfelf t& fnffp^a^ Ptfgmlz 
with great violence,— —proving it in his 
own way, firft logtCMBy^ and dien fay 
a ieries of ftubbom fkas, '' Tfa^ fo far 
was Prigmtz from the truth, in affiraiiog 
diat die fancy bc^ the nofe, that on the 
tootcuy, — ^the nofc b^at the fancy.** 

-^The learned ft^^edtod Strodems^ of 
an indecent fophifm in this^ — and /V?jf- 
mfz cried out aloud in the dilute, that 
Scroderuf had flufted the idea upon him, 

but 



^hu£ Scrtfdmis went on, maintaining his 
thcfis.-— 

My father was jufl; balancing within 
himfelf, which of the two (ides he Ihould 
take in thi$ affair^ when 4nibrofr Parous 
decided it in a moment, ^nd by over- 
throwing the fyftems, both of Prigniiz 
and Scroderusj drove my father out of 
both fides of the controverfy at once. 

Bewitnefi— — 

I don't acquamtthe learned reader, — • 
in fayii^ it, I mention it only to fhew the 
learned, I know the fad myfclf. 

That this Ambrtfe Puraus was diief 

furgeon and nofe^mender to Francis the 

ninth of France^ and in high credit with 

him and the twp preceding^ or lucceed^ 

M 2 ing 
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Ing kings (I know not which) — 2tod that 
except in the flip he made in his ftbry of 
^aliacotius\ nofes, and his manner of fe- 
ting them on, — r— was efteemed by the 
whole college of phyficians at that timej 
as more knowing in matters of nofes, 
than any one who had ever taken them in 
hand. 

Now yfmbrofe Parous convinced my 
father, that the true and eHicient caufe of 
what had engaged fo tAuch the attention 
of the world, and upon which Prigtiitz 
^nd Scroderus had wafted lb much learn- 
ing and fine parts, — was neither this nor 

shat, but that the length and good- 

nefs of the nofe was owing fimply to the 
foftnefsand flaccidity in thenurfe's breaft» 
—as the flatncfsand Ihdrtnefi of ^{/i* 
hofcs was, to the firmiiefs and claf- 
lie repulfion of the famr orgaii of hutri* 

uon 
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don in the hale and lively, —which, tho* 

happy for the woman, was the undoing 
of the child, inafmuch as his nofe was fo 
Ihubb'd, fo rtbufPd,ib rebated, and fb re- 
frigerated thoreby, as never to arrive ^i 

menfuram fium Ugitimam \ but that in 

cafe of the fiaccidity and foftnefs of the 
nuTHc or mother's breaft, — by finking «in- 
to it, quoth Parous^ as into fo much but* 
tcr, the nofe was comforted, nourifh'd, 
plump'd up, rcfre(h*d, refocillated, and 
let a growing for ever. 

I have but two things to obfbrve of 
Parous % firft, that he proves and ex- 
plains all this with the utmoft chaftity and 
decorum of expreffion:— for which may 
his foul for ever reft in peace ! 

And, fccondly, that befides the fyftems 

of Pn^»/teand Screderusy which Jmbrofi 

M 3 Parous 
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PdrMs his liypochefis eflSt&iuiHy !oVei> 
threw, — ic overthrew at the fame dtM 
Che fyftem of pe^ and harmony of our 
fiimily; and for tfartfe days tsogecher^ not 
boly enihroUed macters between my &^ 
dier and my motho:, but tiira'd l&ewift 
the whole houfe and evtry thing in 
k, except mf uat^ Tt^^ quite upfido 
4own« 

Such a ridiculous tale of a difputete- 
tween a mar> and his wtfe^ nevdr ftrely Iti 
any age or country got vent through the 
Icey-hole of ^ ftreet door. 

' My tflother, you muft knoWj-— * but 
I have fifty things more necefiary €o fee 
you know firft, — I have a hiiindned dif- 
ficulties which I have prqmifed to clear 
up, and a thoufand diftrefies and dofaef^ 
tic n^ifadventures croudin$ in upon me. 

thicli 



tblck and three-fold, one upon the nedk 
of anojther, — a cow broke in (to- 
morrow iqormng) to my uncle foiy^s for- 
tifiicatioq$, and eatup two ratios and half 
of dried grstfs» tes^nng up the fbds with 
It, which faced his hprn-work and co- 
vered way; — Trim infifts upon being tried 
by a court-mard^U — the cow to be Ihot^ 
--^Slop to be crucifix^ d^ — myfelf to be ttif- 
tranfiy and ^ my very baptifni made a 

martyr of; ^poor unhappy devik that 

we all are ! — I wv^t fwaddlqjg, but 

there is no time to foe lofl in exclamations. 

^ I have left my father lying acrofs 

his bed, and my uncle ^oby in iiis old 
fringed chaif, fitting bfli^e him, and 
prpniifed I would go back to them ia 
half an hour, and five and thirty mi- 
nutes are laps'd already. — r— Of all the 
perplexities a mortal author was ever 
ften in, — • this certainly is the greateft^ 
M4 for 
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for I have Hafm Slawkeniergius's foUor 

Sir, to finifli a dialc^c between my 

father and my undt^Tply^ upon the (blu- 
tion of Pr^miZj Scroderusj Ambroft Pa^ 
r^tus^ Panocrates znd Grar^ottfier to rtl^Cj 
— a tale out of Slimkenbergins to tranf- 
late, and all this in five minutes le(s, than 
no time at all; — fuch a head! — would 
to heaven! my enemies only faw the in- 
fide of it* 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

THERE was not any onelcene more 
entertaining in our familyt — and 

to do it juftice in this point; and I 

here put off my cap and lay it upon the 
table clofe befide my ink-horn, on pur- 
poie to make my declaration to the world 
concerning this one article, the more fo- 
kmn,— T— that I believe in my foul, (un* 

Icfs 
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Icfs my love and partiality to my under- 
Itanding blinds me) the hand of the fu* 
preme Maker and firft Defigner of all, 
things, never made or put a family toge- 
ther, (in that period at leaft of it, which I 
have fat down ta write the ftory of) — — 
where the charaders of it were call or 
contrafted with fo dramatic a felicity as 
ours was, for this end; or in which the 
capacities of afibrding fuch exquifite 
fcenes, and the powers of fhifting.thcm 
perpetually from morning to night, were 
lodged and intruded with {o unlimited a 
confidence, as in the Shandy-family. 

Not any one of thefe was more divert-: 
ing, I fay, in this whimf^cal theatre of, 
ours, — than what frequently arofe out of* 
this felf-fame chapter of long nofes>— — : 
efpecially when my father's imagination 
was heated with the enquiry, and nothing 

would 
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C H A P. XL. 

rjpHE gfift of ratiocination and mak- 
•M- ing fyllogifms, — I mean in man, 
—for in foperior claffes of beings, fuch 
as angels and fpirits, — 'tis all done, may 
it pleafe your worlhips, as they tell me, 
by INTUITION}— and beings inferior, as 

your worlhips all know, fyllogize by 

their nofes: though there is an iOand 
fwiming in the fea, though not altogfther 
at its eafc, whofc inhabitants, if my intel- 
ligence deceives mc pot, are fo Wonder- 
fully gifted, as to fyllogize after the fame 
falhion, and oft-times to make very well 
out too : - — but that's neither here nor, 
there—— 

The gift of doing it as it fhould be, 
amongft us, —or the great and princfpal 

aa 
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iO: of ratiocination in man, as logicians 
tell us, i^ the finding out the agreement 
or difagreement of two ideas one with 
another, by the intervention of a third; 
(called the medius tervdnus) }\x& as aman, 
as Locke well obferves, by a yard, finds 
two mens nine-pin-alleys to be of the 
fame length, which could not be brought 
together, to meafure their equality, by 
juxta-pqfition. 

Had the lame great reafoner looked 
on, as my father illuftrated his lyftems of 
holes, and obferved my uncle Tobf% de- 
portment,— what great attention he gave 
to every word,— and as oft as he took his 
pipe from his mouth, with what wonder- 
ful ferioufnefs he Contemplated the length 
of it, — furveying it tranfverfely as ho 
held it betwixt his finger and his thumbs 
— then forcright, — then this way, and 

tbea 
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then that^ in all its poflible dbtdictfis^ 
ferdhortening?, he would have con- 
cluded my uncle Toly had got hold of 
fjte medius terminus h and was fyllogizing 
and meafuring with it the truth of each 
hypotbefis of long nofes, in order as my 
fiatber laid them before him. This by the 
bye^ was more than my &ther wanted^--* 
bis aim in all the p^ns he was at in theft 
philofophic lea:ures, — was to enable my 

uncle ^oiy not to di/cufs^ but com* 

frebend to bold the grains and fcru- 

pies of learning, — not to weigh them. — 
My uncle Tohy^ as you will read in the 
next chapter, did neither the one or the 
other. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. .XLI. 

^rr^ IS a pity,, cried my father one wli*- 
X ter's ni^t^ after a three hourf 
painful trsintkitionof Slawkeniergks^ — ^*Cif 
a pity» cried my father, piEtii^ my mo- 
ther's thread-paper into the book for s 
jnark, as he fpoke — — ^ that truth, bro-> 
ther Toiy^ ihould ihut heidelf up In lucb 
knpregnable faAnefles, and be fo obflinater 
as not tofarrender herfelf femetimcs qp 
upon riie ciofeft fi^c. — — 

Now it happened then, as Indeed it had! 
often done before, that my Uncle Toly'^ 
fancy, during the time of my father^s ex* 
planation of Prigmtz to hiqi,— -having 
nothing to flay it there, had takena fhotC 
flight to the bowling-green ; —his bo- 
dy might as well have taken a turn there 

-^ 1 tOOr 
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too, fo that with all the lemblance of 

a deep fchoot-man intent upon the meJius 

ierminusy my uncle 72?^ was in faft 

as ignorant of the whole leAure, and all 
its pro's arid ton's, as if my father had 
been tranflating Hafen Slawkenbergtus 
from the Latin tongue into the Cberokei. 
But the word JtegCy like a talilmanic 
power, in my father's metaphor, wafting 
back my uncle Tohf^ fancy, quick as a 
note could follow the touch, ^ — he openM 
His cars, — and my father obferving that 
he took his pipe out of his mouth, and 
Ihuffled his chair nearer the table, as with 
a defirc to profit,— my father with great 

pleafure began his fentence again, 

changing only the plan, and dropping the 
mecaphor of the liege of it, to keep clear 
of fome dangers my father apprehended 
from it. 



t 195 ] 

•TU z pity, laid my father, that truth 
<:an only Be on cme fide, brother Toiy^ — 
cQofi^cring what ingenuity thisfe learned 
inen bavf all ihewn in their folutigns of 
nofei. Can nafc5 be diflplvcd ? repli- 
ed my uncle T'tf^* 

——My father thruft back his cbair^ 

^rr— nrofe up, — put on his h^i, took 

four long ^brides to the door, —: jerked it 
open,— thruft his head half vay out, — r 
&uf the door again, — took no notice of 
the bad hinge, — returned to the table, — 
pluck'd my mother's thread'paper out of 
SUttoiiwifjiMfh book, — went haftily to 
his bunoau, -— wal)i'd flowly back, twift* 
lag my mother's thread-paper abou|: his 
thumb, — unb\;tton'd his waUlcoat,— ^ 
threw my mother's thread-paper into the 
fire, -— bit her fattin pln-cu(bion in two, 
fiird his mouth with bran, •— confound- 

Vol. III. N cd 
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cd it;— but mark! — the oath of confu- 
{loti was levcllM'at my uncle Toly\ brain, 
- — vrtiich was c*cn confufed enough al- 
ready, • the curfe came charged only 

with the bran, — the bran, may it pleafe 
your honours, — was no more than pow- 
der to the ball. 

*Twas well my father's paffions lafted 
not long ; for fo long as they did laft, 
they led him abufy life on't, and it is one 
of the moft unaccountable problems that 
ever I met with in my obfcrvations of 
human nature, that nothing fhould prove 
my father's mettle fo much, or make his 
paffions go off fo like gun-powder, as the 
unexpedled ftrokes his fciencc met with 
from the quaint fimplicity of my uncle 

Toiy^s queftidns. Had ten dozen of 

hornets flung him behind in fo many dif- 
ferent places all at one time, — he could 
I not 
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not have cwrted more mechanical func- 
tions in fewer feconds,-— or ftarted half fo 
much, as with one fingle quare of three 
words unfeafonably popping in full upon 
him in his hobbyhorfical career. 

•Twas all one to my uncle Toiy^ — he 
finoaked his pipe on, with unvaried com- 
pofure,— *his heart never intended offence 
to his brother, — and as his head could 
feldom find out where the fting of ic lay, 

he always gave my father the credit 

of cooling by himfelf. — He was five 
minutes and thirty-five feconds about it 
in the prefcnt cafe. 

By all that's good! faid my father, 
fwcaring, as he came to himfelf, and tak- 
ing the oath out of Ernulphu/s digeft of 
curfes, — (though to do my father juftice 
it was a fault (as he told Dr. Slop in the 
N 2 affair 
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alBiir df JEhrtfl^pter) which he is fAivm 
committed as any man upon wrrth.) ^-^ 
By kll that's gooci md gttntl bitfdier 
Tt^fyj &id my (ather, if It was tioc fbrthe 
aids of phllofophy^ which bbfriend one 
fo much as they do, — you would put a 
manbefideailtwnper.— Why, byrficyi- 
ittHons of n6fes, Df which 1 wak telling 
you, t meant as you might have known^ 
had you faVdurtd me with one grain of 
attention, the vkrtous accounts which 
fcarned men df diflferent kinds of know- 
ledge have given thfe world, ttf ihecalifes 
of Ihort and h)i% nofes. — ^Thete* b no 
caufc but one, replied my uncle fV^, -^ 
why one man's noie is longer than ano- 
ther's, but becaufe that God plcafes to 
have it fo. — That isOrangotfUer^ folution, 
faid my father. -^'Tis he, cotitmued my 
uncle 7V^, looking uj), and not ford- 
ing my father's irtcenraptron, who makes 

us 
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m aH, add fraineB and puts us to ge d ifer 
ki fecb forms and pttiftertions^ and €sA 
fach mdi, as is ^igreeaUe to kis infimti 
%7ifdfi)fin««-^'-^'Tis a fn6«s account, cried 
my fathsiv buttiotjphiiofophical,-^ them 
h more itiigion ih it Ihan found fciencci 
'Twafc ilo inconfiftent part of my uhck 
STi^'s chkni£fecr,'-^^th4t he feared God^ 

and itverenced rdi^on. ' So the nxH 

Ebent my i4ther finjlhed hH remark^ -^ 
thy imcle roi^ fell a iirbiftiin^ UUalml- 
kroj ^iieh more £al (though more out 
of twne) than ufiial**-**— 

What is become ef my wife*s ditrdad- 
paper? 

CHAP. XLIL 

NO matter, ^ an sf^ndage » 
feamftr^fl^^ the i^itad-paper might 
be of fome confequeno( to my mother,--^ 

of 



r 200 ] 

of none to my father, as a mark in SlaWf 
kenber^us. Slawkenbcrgius in every page of 
him was a rich treafury of inexhauflible 
knowledge to my father, -^ he could not 
open him amifs ; and hewould often fay 
in doling the book^ that if all the arts 
and fciences in the world, with the books 
which treated of them, were loft, — -* 
fliould the wifiiom and policies of go- 
vernments, he would fay, through dif* 
ufe, ever happen to be forgot, and all 
that ftatefmen had wrote, or caufed to be 
written, upon the ftrong or the weak 
fides of courts and kingdoms, fhould 
they be forgot alfo, ^ and Slawkenbcrgius 
only left^ — there would be enough in him 
in all confcience, he would fay, to fet 
the -world a-going again. A treafure 
therefore was he indeed! an inftitute of 
all that was neceflary to be known of 

nofes, and every thing clfe, at watin^ 

noon, 
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noon, and vcfpcrs was Ha/en Slawkpther^ 
gius his recreation and delight: *tWas 
for ever in Ijis hands, — you would have 
fworn, Sir, it had been a canon's prayer- 
book,— fo worn, fo glazed, fo contrited 
and attrited was it with fingers and with 
thumbs in all its parts, from one end 
even unto the other. 

I am not fuch a bigot to Slawkenber- 
gius^ as my father; — there is- a fund in 
him, no doubt ; but in my opinion, the 
beft, I don't fay the moft profitable, 
but the moft amufing part of Hafen 
SlawketiiergiuSj is his tales, -— and, con- 
fidering he was a German^ many of them 

told not without fancy : thefe take up 

his fecond book, containing nearly one 
half of his folio, and are comprehended 
in ten decads, each decad containing ten 
talcs.-— —Philofophy is not built upon 

tales ; 



tales ; and therefore -twas certamly WfQQfl 
in Skwienk^gi^ ta knd, them iato tbi 
world by that name ;— rthera are a few of 
thorn iq kiseighth,ninth,ai)dtemh (kcads, 
which I owA ieem rather play£ul aad ifHarr 
five, than fpeculative, — r but in gpneral 
they are to be looked, upon by the Imn- 
c4 as a detail of fa maay ipdopeDdtal 
fafts, all of them turning round fonie- 
how^f 0ther upon the main hinges of his 
fobjeft, and cdilefked by him withgfeat 
fidelity, and added to his work as fo ou« 
By illuftrjtions upon the doftrine* of 
nofes'. 

As we have leifure enough upon our 
hands,— if you give me leave, madam, 
ril tpU you tlie^ ninth tale of his tenth 
decad. 



The End of the Third Volume. 
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